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ABSTRACT
This study examined librarians’ perceptions of library databases as tools for information preservation in the Anambra State Library Board. It focused on their understanding of databases, preservation methods, preserved materials, and its benefits. Four research questions guided the study. A survey research design was adopted, with all librarians in the Anambra State Library Board as the population. Data were collected using 14 questionnaires and analysed using mean scores and standard deviate Librarians recognized only OPAC and Science Direct as key tools for information preservation. Cloud storage and the Integrated Library Management System (ILMS) were the primary preservation methods. Books were the main materials preserved. Key benefits included reliable preservation, long-term storage, efficient organization, accessibility, space-saving, and regular updates. Training, improved infrastructure, and adoption of advanced preservation tools are recommended. While librarians valued library databases for preserving books, there was limited use of other tools and resources, indicating a need for improved training, infrastructure, and broader digital preservation efforts.
Keyword: Library, Library database, Information Preservation and Librarian perception 


INTRODUCTION
A library is a collection of books, magazines, newspapers, and other materials made available for people to borrow or use for reference. It serves as a hub for education, research, and leisure, allowing people to expand their horizons, explore new ideas, and connect with others who share their interests (Ashikuzzaman, 2024). Library, as noted by Abid, Hussain (2023), is a physical building, room or virtual space or both, with an organised collection of resources made accessible, physical or through digital access to a defined community for reference or borrowing.
The term library database, as defined by Reinhart (2024), is an electronic collection of information, organised to allow users to get information by searching in various ways. This organised information are articles from magazines, newspapers, peer-reviewed journals, unusual information such as medical images, audio recitation of a poem, radio interview transcripts, and instructional videos, general reference information such as that found in an encyclopaedia, and books. In addition, library databases are online collections of information that are organised and made accessible through a library’s website and include a wide range of materials, such as articles from academic journals, magazines, and newspapers; eBooks; and primary source documents.
Library databases are a valuable resource for researchers and students because they provide access to a wealth of information that may not be available through a general search engine like Google. They often include materials that are not freely available on the internet and may require a subscription or special access privileges to access (Zubair and Akhtar, 2023).  Library databases are arranged based on topics or subjects with a search tool to help their users easily find the required information (Orakpor and Ezekwibe, 2025). A library database can also offer citations to any information found, which will help students or researchers cite the work appropriately. According to Zubair (2023), library databases include bibliographic databases, which contain mainly bibliographic records or descriptions of published works such as books and articles. Full-text databases contain a complete text of the published works, like Science Direct. Subject-specific databases are databases that centre on a specific subject or discipline, such as law, science, or medicine. Multidisciplinary databases contain information from a wide range of subjects. Examples of these databases are Ebscohost, ProQuest, Jstor, and Open-access databases.
The utilisation of library databases, according to many authors, has helped in enhancing information access and preservation. Afebende and Nna-Etuk (2019) highlighted the importance of information retrieval tools in library databases. These tools, such as abstracts, bibliographies, and indexes, help users locate and access the necessary information. The library database can be used for information or resource sharing with institutions and other users who need it for assignments or research purposes. For library databases to be utilised, it is assumed to be in three basic ways, which are: (i) the information is available in some format or defined system (ii) the device for information retrieval is available and accessible and (iii) the personnel in charge of the information are available (Afebende and Nna-Etuk 2019). Library information resources may be converted into a PDF format or any other suitable format and stored in an external hard disk, computer hard drives, CDS or saved in an online database. Through the infrastructures available, the users can have access to the library resources in the databases amid any challenges; the librarian or the personnel in charge are always available to assist the users and render help.  These databases contain information that must be preserved for library users.
Information preservation, according to Mubofu (2020), in line with other researchers, noted that preservation of information gives library users access to important information resources that have been identified, acquired, organised, stored and made available for teaching, research and for consultancy purposes. With the development of ICT in libraries, preservation of information, which was mainly on print materials, has moved to non-print materials, offering the opportunity for preservation of both print and non-print materials. Preservation of resource materials ensures that materials survive and are accessible for a long time. Libraries are not just for storing materials but to ensure that this preserved information is accessible to users in times to come. This is because it is the steps and ways information is stored, protected and maintained to remain accessible. 
Information storage, according to Susnjara and Smalley (2024), is a magnetic, optical or mechanical medium that records and preserves digital information for ongoing or future operations. So, information storage involves saving information in a form that can be retrieved and used in the near future. Which is part of the essence of providing information in the library. It is against this background that this study centres librarians’ perception of library database as tool for information preservation.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Library databases enable quick and easy access to organised and searchable information, saving users time. It creates the opportunity for users to have reliable scholarly materials. Databases help to preserve digital and print materials, ensuring their availability at all times. Databases serve as a support tool for students, researchers and teachers, giving them a wide range of information for their academic pursuits and granting them the privilege to access the needed information resources from anywhere at any given time. Unfortunately, over the years, preservation and storage of information have been a problem for libraries due to the rapid increase in digital information. Libraries seem not able to keep up with technological changes; hence, they are left with obsolete technology as a means of information storage. The library is left with insufficient funding to build a good infrastructure for information preservation and train librarians on data management. The lack of expertise in information preservation in a world that is seeking online access to library resources has perhaps greatly limited the State Library Board in our contemporary times. Situations where the library is faced with obsolete technology for preserving and storing its information materials without a disaster recovery plan, loss of information and materials being corrupted are inevitable. All these challenges endanger the integrity, accessibility and longevity of the library information resources, which users and other researchers dearly need. Therefore, there is a need for a closer look at the librarians’ perception of the library’s database as a tool for information preservation for librarians to ascertain the methods that can be employed in library information preservation. Therefore, it is against this background that the study addressed the topic of librarians’ perception of Library databases as a tool for preservation of information in the Anambra State Library Board.








OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The main objective of the study was to examine the librarians’ perception of library databases as a tool for information preservation in the Anambra State Library Board; specifically, the study sought to:
1. Identify the Librarians’ perception of the concept library database.
2. Ascertain the methods employed for information preservation of library databases.
3. Find out the types of information materials preserved in the Anambra State Library Board.
4. Ascertain the benefits of library databases as tools for information preservation.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 
Four research questions guided the study, which are:
1. What are the Librarians’ perceptions of the concept of library database?
2. What methods are employed for information preservation of library databases?
3. What are the types of information materials preserved in the Anambra State Library Board?
4. What are the benefits of library databases as tools for information preservation?
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
     This study is vital because it provides clear insights into how librarians in the Anambra State Library Board perceive library databases as tools for information preservation. While past research has largely focused on access to electronic resources, this study emphasizes on the preservation dimension, including methods used, types of materials preserved, and perceived benefits.





   LITERATURE REVIEW 
    Conceptual framework
Librarians’ perception of library databases is shaped by how effectively these institutions support digital preservation (long-term safeguarding of information) and how usable they are for day-to-day information access and management. Hence, the integration of digital preservation theory and database usability provides a proper framework to understand the extent to which librarians adopt and value databases as tools for information preservation.
Librarians’ perception of the concept of library databases used for information preservation. 
A library database can be seen as a structured digital collection that provides access to reliable and authoritative information (Kraemer, Murray, & Smith, 2019). In this study’s context, an external library database is designed to make it easier to access, manage, and update information so that users can quickly find what they need for research or decision-making (Obiano, Ekere, Chima-James, Nwosu, Nworie, & Okoro, 2023). As Luktevich and Hughes, cited in Obiano et al. (2023), explain, such databases act like a storehouse of information records—ranging from transactions and client details to financial records and other important data. Evans, Fowler, and Naik (2019) also describe them as online repositories that hold digital content such as journals, books, and multimedia, often stored on servers or external devices but accessible through a single, user-friendly interface.
Looking through the lens of Digital Preservation Theory, databases are more than just storage—they are vital systems that keep information safe and usable for the long term. Preservation strategies like cloud storage, data migration, and redundancy ensure that materials do not disappear with time or technology shifts (Forde & Rhys-Lewis, 2018; Mubofu, 2020). For example, when libraries adopt integrated systems and cloud solutions, they are essentially applying preservation principles that guarantee continuity and protect resources from loss or damage.
At the same time, Database Usability reminds us that a database only becomes truly valuable if people can use it with ease. Features such as intuitive search tools, proper indexing, and simple navigation are what make librarians confident in relying on them (Reinhart, 2024). This means that when Obiano et al. (2023) describe databases as computer-based systems that store, maintain, and retrieve information, they are also pointing to the importance of usability. If librarians cannot search easily, retrieve quickly, or understand how to use the database, then its preservation strengths may be overshadowed.
As Abubakar and Akor (2017) note, databases can be defined by the kind of information they hold—whether words, numbers, or subject-specific records. But what truly shapes librarians’ perceptions is how well these systems balance two needs: the ability to preserve information securely for the future and the ability to make that information accessible and easy to use today. When both aspects work together, databases become powerful tools for information preservation and access.
METHODS EMPLOYED FOR INFORMATION PRESERVATION OF LIBRARY DATABASES
Preservation methods determine how information survives and remains usable. In this study, librarians identified cloud storage and the Integrated Library Management System (ILMS) as their main strategies for preserving information. These choices reflect the principles of Digital Preservation Theory, which emphasizes protecting materials against technological obsolescence while ensuring long-term integrity (Forde & Rhys-Lewis, 2018). By using cloud-based systems and ILMS platforms, libraries reduce risks of data loss and keep resources organized and accessible for the future.
From a usability perspective, these same tools help librarians and users to retrieve resources quickly and efficiently. Cloud solutions provide the advantage of remote access, while ILMS platforms organize resources in ways that save time and improve search accuracy (Reinhart, 2024). On the other hand, traditional methods like CD-ROMs or standalone servers had less attention because they are less sustainable for preservation and less convenient for users. This contrast shows that effective preservation strategies must combine durability with accessibility to remain relevant in modern libraries.
TYPES OF INFORMATION MATERIALS PRESERVED IN THE ANAMBRA STATE LIBRARY BOARD
Libraries preserve a wide variety of materials, depending on user demand and institutional mission. In Anambra State, books were the most commonly preserved resources, followed by journals, theses, conference proceedings, and digital media. From a digital preservation perspective, these resources need to be stored in sustainable formats and protected through digitization, cloud storage, and metadata documentation (Mubofu, 2020). This ensures that even fragile or rare materials remain accessible over time.
At the same time, database usability explains why digital formats such as e-books, multimedia, and online newspapers are gaining more attention. Their value lies not just in being preserved but also in being easy to search, retrieve, and use. For example, digitized maps or audio recordings become more meaningful when users can locate them quickly through OPAC or subject-specific databases (Zubair & Akhtar, 2023). Likewise, digitizing fragile print materials protects them from physical deterioration while also making them available to wider audiences (Susnjara & Smalley, 2019). This balance between preservation and usability ensures that collections remain both safe for the future and relevant for present needs.
BENEFITS OF USING LIBRARY DATABASES AS TOOLS FOR INFORMATION PRESERVATION
The adoption of library databases offers several benefits in information preservation, such as providing information security, long-term preservation, efficient organisation and retrieval, and cost-effectiveness.  
Information Security: Digital databases equipped with authentication and encryption mechanisms safeguard sensitive information from unauthorised access. This ensures that only authorised users can reach library resources, protecting both the users’ data and the integrity of the collections. By offering access to trustworthy sources, databases reduce the risk of malware and online threats, allowing researchers to focus on their work without fear of digital risks. From the perspective of Digital Preservation Theory, this security function ensures that information remains authentic and uncorrupted over time (Forde & Rhys-Lewis, 2018). At the same time, Database Usability reminds us that security must be balanced with ease of access—too many barriers discourage use, while user-friendly but secure systems encourage adoption (Reinhart, 2024).
Long-Term Preservation: Digital storage prevents physical degradation, ensuring that historical and academic records remain intact. The main aim of library preservation is to extend the lifespan of materials so they can be located, used, and understood in the future (Zubair & Akhtar, 2023). According to Digital Preservation Theory, this involves ongoing activities like data migration and regular updates that protect against technological obsolescence (Mubofu, 2020). By digitizing and preserving materials in sustainable formats, libraries secure their collections for future generations.
Efficient Organisation and Retrieval: Library databases are equipped with indexing and search tools that make information discovery faster and more precise. Users can search by author, title, subject, or date, use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT), and apply filters to refine results. This precision increases the likelihood of finding relevant information even as collections expand (Susnjara & Smalley, 2019). From a Database Usability perspective, such features are crucial because they reduce frustration and improve user satisfaction. The effectiveness of a preservation system is therefore judged not only by whether the data exists but also by how easily users can retrieve and use it (Reinhart, 2024).
Cost-Effectiveness: The Society of American Archivists (2025) explains that storing materials digitally reduces costs linked with maintaining physical collections, such as space, preservation treatments, and building maintenance. Digital preservation also enables efficient resource sharing and scalability, reducing duplication of effort across institutions. This aligns with Digital Preservation Theory, which stresses sustainability in preservation practices, and with usability principles, since cost savings can be redirected into improving access tools and user training.
METHODOLOGY
The study population consists of 14 librarians from the Anambra State Library Board; there was not sampling used because the entire population was manageable. The study employed a survey research design to examine the preservation and storage of library databases in the Anambra State Library Board. The instrument used for data collection was 14 copies of a questionnaire with 20 items. The data collected for the study were analysed using mean score and standard deviation presented in tables with the adoption of a criterion mean point of (2.50) used to analyze tables 1,2,3 and 4. This implies that any item with a mean score of 2.50 and above was regarded as agreed, while items with the mean score below 2.50 were regarded as disagree. Furthermore, the following scale was adopted; mean scores 3.50-4.00 very High Extent, 2.50- 3.49 High Extent; 2.00- 2.29 Low Extent and 1.00-1.99 Very Low Extent.









RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Research question 1
What is the Librarians’ perception of the concept of Library database?
	Table 1: Mean and standard deviation score responses on librarians’ perception of databases.
	Ranking
	[bookmark: _Hlk197347589]Item Statement
	Mean
	Standard Deviation
	Decision

	 1
	Library databases provide access to full-text databases like science direct
	3.57
	.514
	Agree

	2
	Library database is an Open Access database with bibliographic database like OPAC
	2.79
	.426
	Agree

	3
	They are multidisciplinary databases which contains Jstor, EBSCOhost, ProQuest
	l.79
	.802
	Disagree

	4
	CD Rom’s are databases containing subject-specific databases
	2.00
	.679
	Disagree

	5
	Library database as an online repository for digital content
	1.79
	.426
	Disagree






Figure 1

From figure 1 above, it is noted that library databases providing access to full- text databases like Science Direct have a mean score of (3.57) with a standard deviation of (0.514). This indicates that there is no concrete agreement among the respondents; some chose strongly agree while others opted for agreed regarding the database as a full- text resource. The library database, as an open- access database with bibliographic databases like OPAC, has a mean score of (2.79) and a standard deviation of (0.426), which shows a close relationship between the mean and standard deviation. There is a varied agreement among the respondents, with some selecting strongly agree and most selecting agree, and none choosing disagree. This suggests that librarians from the Anambra State Library Board perceive that library databases provide access to full- text databases and functions as open- access databases alongside bibliographic databases like OPAC. Multidisciplinary databases like JSTOR, the library database as an online repository for digital content, and CD- ROMS containing subject- specific databases each have a mean score of (1.79) and (2.00) with standard deviations of (0. 802), (0.426), and (0.679). The mean score of (1.79) and (2.00) indicate that respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed with the notion that multidisciplinary databases like JSTOR, the library database as an online repository for digital content, and CD- ROMS containing subject- specific databases are used for preservation. However, standard deviations of (0. 802), (0.426), and (0.679) suggest a spread of opinions compared to the previously mentioned library databases providing access to full-text databases and library databases as open- access databases with bibliographic databases. The average scores for multidisciplinary databases, the library database as an online repository for digital content, and CD- ROMS containing subject- specific databases lead to disagreements regarding librarians' perceptions of these databases for preservation purposes. This points to a significant variation in opinion, where some respondents may have disagreed or strongly disagreed, while others agreed that multidisciplinary databases like JSTOR, the library database as an online repository for digital content, and CD- ROMS containing subject- specific databases play a role in the preservation of library information within the Anambra State Library Board. It is believed that such opinion must have caused this variation. This study aligns with Zubair and Akhtar (2023), which states that library databases include bibliographic databases containing records of published works full-text databases like science direct and multidisciplinary databases. It also corresponds with the findings of Kraemer, Murray and Smith (2019), which assert that library databases is a collection of digital information that provides access to relevant and authoritative sources. 

Research Question 2
 What methods are employed for information preservation and storage in library databases?
[bookmark: _Hlk197368952]        Table 2:  Mean and standard deviation of Score responses on methods used for information preservation of library databases.
	S/N
	Item Statement
	Ranking
	Mean
	Standard Deviation
	Decision

	1
	I make use of cloud storage
	1
	3.36
	.842
	Agree

	2
	I upload digital information to my integrated library management (ILMS)
	2
	3.21
	.426
	Agree

	3
	I back up information materials on CD-ROMs
	3
	2.00
	.679
	Disagree

	4
	I migrate my digital content to a standalone server periodically.
	4
	1.79
	.802
	Disagree

	5
	I store digital materials in offline storage, like an external hard drive
	5
	1.79
	.426
	Disagree




Figure 2


The above diagram in figure 2, shows that use of cloud storage and uploading information to ILMS as a method of information preservation and storage in the Anambra State Library Board has a mean score of (3.36) and (3.21), with a Standard deviation (0.842) and (0.426), respectively. This suggest that respondents indicated a high level of agreement in use of ILMS and cloud storage as a method of preservation and storage in Anambra State Library Board but in standard deviation there is a variation where uploading information to ILMS has a small variation which suggests a consistent use of ILMS than cloud storage which has a large variation indicating that respondents reported either a strongly agree or agree in the use of cloud storage or even a disagree in the use of cloud storage. This can be compared with the Mean score and Standard deviation between the standalone server and the use of an external hard drive with ILMS and the use of cloud storage. 
 The backing up of information on CD-ROMs as a method of information preservation and storage in the Anambra State Library Board’s mean score is (2.00), which suggests that respondents disagreed with this method of preservation and storage. The standard deviation is (0.679), indicating that respondents had different opinions; some agreed that CD-ROMS are used for preservation since it is also a tool for storage, while others disagreed or strongly disagreed. Migrating digital contents to the standalone server and storing of digital materials in an external hard drive have a mean score (1.79) each and a standard deviation (0.802) and (0.426). Not all respondents disagreed that standalone server and external hard drives are used for preservation and storage in the Anambra State Library Board, despite its low average. This can be judged from the widespread variations between the mean score and the standard deviation, where some respondents believe that a standalone server has a greater role to play in preservation and storage of information than an external hard. 
However, the findings align with Mubofu (2020), on digital preservation strategies libraries make use of. while Zubair and Akhtar (2023), that stated that libraries use backup storage solutions, including external hard drives, network-attached storage (NAS), and institutional cloud services, to safeguard information against loss due to system failures. Both Mubofu (2020), Zubair and Akhtar (2023) agreed that the most common method libraries used for information preservation is Integrated Library Management System (ILMS) such as Koha Evergreen and OPALs, used for managing cataloguing, circulation and digital storage.  
Research Question 3
   What are the types of information materials preserved in the Anambra State Library Board?
        Table 3: Mean and Standard deviation of score responses on types of information materials preserved.
	Ranking
	Item Statement
	Mean
	Standard Deviation
	Decision

	1
	Books are preserved and stored in the database
	3.64
	.497
	Agree

	2
	Journals and periodicals, and other digital formats, are stored in the database
	2.21
	1.051
	Disagree

	3
	Theses and dissertations converted into PDF formats are stored
	2.00
	.679
	Disagree

	4
	Conference proceedings are preserved
	2.00
	.679
	Disagree

	5
	Digital media, like audio and video, are stored
	1.79
	.426
	Disagree



Figure 3
From the figure 3 above, books preserved and stored in the database have a mean score of (3.64) and a standard deviation of (0.497). This shows a close relationship between mean score and standard deviation, indicating that respondents strongly agreed that books are preserved and stored in the Anambra State Library Board database. The standard deviation indicates a small variation, showing respondents strongly agreed or agreed. Journal and periodicals have a Mean score (2.21) and a standard deviation (1.051). The mean (2.21) is below the midpoint of (2.5). Hence, respondents disagreed on journals and periodicals as one of the types of information preserved and stored in the Anambra State Library Board. The standard deviation of Journals and periodicals, which is (1.051), suggest that some of the respondents might feel that journals and periodicals are well preserved and stored, while others disagree that it is poorly preserved and stored, or not preserved and stored at all leading to a very wide variation in the standard deviation.  Theses and dissertations with conference proceedings have a mean of (2.00) each and a standard deviation of (0.679). The mean of (2.00) suggests that the respondents disagreed that the Anambra State Library Board does not have these types of information materials, as one of the things preserved and stored. In addition, the standard deviation of (0.679) suggests that some of the respondents are not totally in agreement, as some may believe that the Anambra State Library Board have some of these information stored, while others disagree.
The mean for digital media is (1.79) and the standard deviation is (0.426). This mean being so poor suggests that there is no audio or video information stored in the Anambra State Library Board database. The standard deviation of (0.426) could suggest that although respondents disagreed, some agreed that videos, as an audio-visual, are stored since it’s one of the best ways of teaching and educating users. The finding from the study reveals that the library converts books into digital content, which is preserved and used as library resources in their database. This is in line with Evans, Fowler & Naik (2019), who assert that a library database is an online repository of digital content such as journals, books, and other materials stored in an external device as accessed through a single interface. Moreover, Zubair & Akhtar (2023) added that multimedia resources like audiobooks, educational videos, etc, help with information accessibility, making teaching and understanding easy.
Research Question 4
 What are the benefits of the use of library databases as tools for information preservation and storage?
  Table 4: Mean and Standard deviation of benefits of using library databases as tools for information preservation and storage.
	Ranking
	Item Statement
	Mean
	Standard Deviation
	Decision

	1
	The library database provides a reliable method for preserving information
	3.43
	.514
	Agree

	2
	Library databases ensure long-term storage
	3.21
	.426
	Agree

	3
	Library databases offer efficient organisation and accessibility of stored data
	3.21
	.426
	Agree

	4
	Library databases save space compared to traditional storage methods
	3.00
	.679
	Agree

	5
	Library databases are regularly updated to maintain data integrity
	3.21
	.426
	Agree


 Figure4  
Responses from figure 4, have shown the benefits in using the library database for information preservation. The mean scores for these benefits are: the mean score for providing a reliable method for preserving information (3.43) and a standard deviation of (0.514). The mean score (3.43) indicates that respondents agreed that the library database is a good method for information preservation and storage since it exceeds the threshold of (2.5). Furthermore, the standard deviation of (0.514) suggests that all respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the using library database, information are well preserved and storage.  In addition, other benefits such as ensuring a long-term storage, offering efficient organisation and accessibility of stored data, and regularly updating of library database to maintain data integrity all have a mean score of (3.21) with a standard deviation of (0.426). A mean of (3.21) shows that respondents agree that library databases ensure long-term storage, efficient organisation, and accessibility of stored data, and allow regular updates for data integrity, providing continuous access to stored information. The variation in the standard deviation suggests that some respondents strongly agreed while others simply agreed with the benefits of library databases. The statement that it saves space compared to traditional storage methods has a mean score of (3.00) and a standard deviation of (0.679). The mean score of (3.00) reflects that respondents' agreed that the library database saves space when compared with traditional storage methods. The standard deviation of (0.679) indicates variation around the mean, suggesting that some respondents strongly agreed or agreed, while others who may be used to traditional storage methods disagreed that the library database saves space, owing to their level of exposure. Reliable preservation and long-term storage as one of the benefits of using library databases for information preservation aligns with Zubair and Akhtar (2023) which emphasized that digital databases provide long-term preservation by preventing physical degradation of materials and ensuring continued access. Finally, space-saving compared to traditional storage as another benefit is in line with the Society of American Archivists (2025) that digital storage is cost-effective and reduces the need for physical space and traditional preservation efforts. 
Implications of the Study
Theoretical Implications
By making use of Digital Preservation Theory and Database Usability, the study shows how the two perspectives complement each other. Preservation theory explains how databases secure and keep safe information for a long term, while usability highlights on their effectiveness in supporting easy access and retrieval. This integration enriches the theoretical understanding of databases as both preservation systems and user-friendly tools.
Practical Implications
The findings also have practical value. Database designers can use them to develop systems that combine strong preservation features with intuitive interfaces. Digital preservationists can design training programs that addresses the gaps in librarians’ use of advanced tools. Therefore, library managers are encouraged to invest in modern infrastructures such as cloud storage and ILMS while phasing out outdated methods. Finally, these implications strengthen both theory and practice in library and information science.
Recommendations
This study recommends that database designers should create systems that balance digital preservation and usability. Databases should include features such as automatic updates, data migration, and secure backup systems to ensure information remains authentic and accessible for the long term. At the same time, they should have user-friendly interfaces, effective search tools, and clear navigation so that librarians and users can easily find needed information and use it.
For digital preservationists, there should be trainings for librarians on modern preservation methods like cloud storage, digitisation of rare materials, and Integrated Library Management Systems (ILMS) which is very essential. These approaches will protect fragile resources from damage while keeping them accessible for future use.
Finally, library management should invest in modern digital infrastructure and move away from obsolete storage methods such as CD-ROMs. Partnerships with technology providers can also lower costs and ensure libraries follow global best practices. Adhering to these recommendations will make library databases remain reliable, sustainable, and user-friendly for both present and future generations.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the study examined librarians’ perceptions of library databases as tools for information preservation in the Anambra State Library Board. The findings revealed that while librarians recognised the relevance of tools such as OPAC and Science Direct, their awareness and utilisation of other multidisciplinary databases were limited. The types of materials preserved were largely limited to books, with limited preservation of theses, digital media, and periodicals. This points to a need for stronger training, better infrastructure, and wider adoption of modern digital preservation strategies. Through digital preservation theory and database usability, the study shows that a good library database must do more than just store information, it must also keep it safe for the future and make it easy to access today.  Nevertheless, librarians acknowledged the benefits of library databases, notably in ensuring reliable, efficient, and long-term information preservation.
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Librarians' perception of databases

Mean	Access to full text ( like Science Direct)	Open Access (like OPAC)	Multidisciplinary database (Jstor, EBSCOhost, ProQuest)	CD ROM's (like Subject-specific databases)	Online repository for Digital Content	3.57	2.79	1.79	2	1.79	Standard Deviation	Access to full text ( like Science Direct)	Open Access (like OPAC)	Multidisciplinary database (Jstor, EBSCOhost, ProQuest)	CD ROM's (like Subject-specific databases)	Online repository for Digital Content	0.51400000000000001	0.42599999999999999	0.80200000000000005	0.67900000000000005	0.42599999999999999	



Method used for Information Preservation

Mean	Cloud storage	Integrated Library management (ILMS)	CD-ROMs	Standalone server	offline storage (external hard drive)	3.36	3.21	2	1.79	1.79	Standard Deviation	Cloud storage	Integrated Library management (ILMS)	CD-ROMs	Standalone server	offline storage (external hard drive)	0.84199999999999997	0.42599999999999999	0.67900000000000005	0.80200000000000005	0.42599999999999999	



Benefits of using Library Database for information preservation

Mean	Reliable preservation method	Ensures long-term storage	Efficient organisation and accessibilty to stored data	saves space compared to traditional storage	Regularly updated for data intergrity	3.43	3.21	3.21	3	3.21	Standard Deviation	Reliable preservation method	Ensures long-term storage	Efficient organisation and accessibilty to stored data	saves space compared to traditional storage	Regularly updated for data intergrity	0.51400000000000001	0.42599999999999999	0.42599999999999999	0.67900000000000005	0.42599999999999999	
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