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Abstract
This article explores the pivotal role of the National Library of Nigeria (NLN) in the development of library and information services across the country, especially as it marks its 60th anniversary. As Nigeria’s apex library, the National Library of Nigeria is central to national bibliographic control, legal deposit, cultural preservation, research support, digital infrastructure, literacy promotion, and international collaboration. The article highlights how the services of National Library of Nigeria contribute significantly to educational advancement, cultural identity, informed policymaking, economic development, and social empowerment. By examining its key functions and developmental impact, the study underscores the importance of strengthening NLN’s capacities to meet evolving national and global information demands. The conclusion reaffirms NLN’s enduring relevance as a custodian of knowledge, a promoter of literacy, and a vital partner in Nigeria’s pursuit of sustainable national development.
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Introduction
The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) stands as a cornerstone institution in Nigeria’s library and information science (LIS) landscape. As the country's apex library, NLN plays a vital role in the preservation, organization, and dissemination of knowledge. It is more than just a repository of books and materials; it is a cultural and intellectual hub that contributes significantly to national development, policy-making, research, and education (Aguolu &Aguolu, 2002). The library’s activities and services have made it a pivotal force in promoting literacy, advancing education, and fostering socio-economic development.
As the National Library of Nigeria marks its 60th anniversary, it stands as a pillar of knowledge, history, and cultural preservation. Over the past six decades, it has not only served as a hub for information but also played a crucial role in safeguarding the nation’s heritage This celebration is not just about looking back, it’s about building a future where it plays a dynamic role in education, research, and national identity. Strengthening these services means empowering scholars, policymakers, and the public with richer historical resources, ultimately fostering a more informed and engaged society.
A Brief Overview of the National Library of Nigeria
Established in 1964, the National Library of Nigeria (NLN) was created with the vision of promoting the development of library services in the country. Over the years, NLN has evolved beyond a traditional library to become instrumental in national information management and policy implementation (Owoeye & Abolarinwa, 2016). The library's mandate is enshrined in the National Library Act, which gives it the responsibility to collect, preserve, and provide access to the nation's intellectual and literary heritage. This includes ensuring that Nigerian books, manuscripts, and other works are preserved for future generations while also serving as a vital information resource for researchers, students, government agencies, and the general public (National Library Act, 1970).


Key Activities and Services of the National Library of Nigeria
i. National Bibliographic Control and Legal Deposit System
One of the most crucial services NLN provides is its role in national bibliographic control. Through its Legal Deposit System, the National Library of Nigeria ensures that every book, journal, or publication printed in Nigeria is deposited in its archives, a cornerstone of national bibliographic control and preservation efforts (Epu & Okoloma, 2022). This allows NLN to compile an accurate record of the country’s published literature. The Legal Deposit System not only aids in maintaining a comprehensive national bibliography but also helps in preserving the nation's intellectual output for future generations.
ii. Preservation and Conservation of Nigeria’s Literary Heritage
The preservation and conservation of materials are at the core of NLN’s mandate. The library works tirelessly to safeguard rare and fragile materials, including manuscripts, books, photographs, and audio‑visual items, which are important to Nigeria’s cultural heritage (Ekwelem, Okafor, & Ukwoma, 2011). Through the application of modern preservation techniques, NLN is making significant strides in maintaining historical works that are critical to understanding the nation's history, culture, and identity.
iii. National Information Infrastructure
In an age where digital technologies are reshaping the information landscape, the National Library of Nigeria has worked to build an integrated digital infrastructure. NLN has embarked on digitizing various collections to improve access to resources and information, a reflection of the national digitization movement (Baro, Oyeniran, & Ateboh, 2013). This move towards digitization makes it possible for Nigerians, regardless of location, to access materials remotely, thereby ensuring inclusivity and equitability in access to knowledge.
iv. Research and Development Support
As a hub for research, NLN is instrumental in providing resources to support scholarly activities in various fields. Researchers, academicians, students, and policymakers rely on the library’s vast collection of materials for reference and research purposes. In addition, NLN encourages researchers as well as organizes workshops, seminars, and conferences to engage and sensitize the general public (Okojie & Okiy, 2020). 
v. Library and Information Science Training and Capacity Building
The NLN plays an essential role in the development of the LIS profession in Nigeria. It trains librarians and information professionals. Furthermore, it organizes seminars, workshops, and conferences aimed at advancing the knowledge and skills of library and information practitioners (Obajemu & Ibegwam, 2006). This capacity-building effort is vital for the growth and professionalism of the LIS sector in Nigeria.
vi. Public Library Services and Outreach
NLN also provides essential public library services that promote literacy and lifelong learning. The library operates an extensive network of state library branches across the country, enabling access to information in rural and urban areas. Through its outreach programs, including reading clubs, book donations, campaigns in schools, prisons, and underserved communities, NLN promotes reading culture, literacy initiatives, and educational opportunities for diverse audiences (Mafe & Anunobi, 2023). It also provides a platform for public participation in national dialogue through various events such as book fairs, exhibitions, and cultural programs.
vii. Promotion of Nigerian Authors and Publishers
NLN serves as a platform for promoting Nigerian authors, researchers, and publishers by offering them visibility on the national stage. Through its collections, the library highlights Nigerian literary works, ensuring that local authors are recognized globally. The National Library’s dedication to promoting Nigerian authors fosters national pride and nurtures the local publishing industry (Ogunkeyede et al., 2023).
viii. Collaboration with International Partners
In an increasingly globalized world, NLN recognizes the importance of international collaboration. The library has forged partnerships with other national libraries and international organizations, such as UNESCO and the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), reinforcing collaborative efforts in capacity building, advocacy, and shaping policies toward knowledge societies (UNESCO & IFLA, 2023). These partnerships allow NLN to stay abreast of global trends in LIS and share resources, methodologies, and best practices with counterparts worldwide.
Contributions of the National Library of Nigeria to National Development
i. Educational Advancement
By providing access to a wealth of knowledge and information resources, NLN supports the educational sector, from primary schools to universities. Its vast collection serves as a valuable resource for curriculum development, academic research, and personal learning (Aina, 2004). This bolsters Nigeria’s education system, helping to develop a more literate and knowledgeable population.
ii. Cultural Preservation and Promotion
NLN is key to preserving Nigeria’s diverse cultural heritage. Through its archives, exhibitions, and digital collections, it ensures that the rich cultural traditions of Nigeria’s many ethnic groups are safeguarded for future generations (Owan et al., 2023). Cultural preservation not only reinforces national identity but also promotes national unity in a country with diverse languages, traditions, and histories.
iii. Informed Decision-Making and Policy Development
The library’s collection of research materials, publications, and historical documents plays a critical role in informing government decision-making. Policymakers, researchers, and civil society organizations rely on NLN’s resources to shape evidence‑based decisions that contribute to sustainable development (Friday & Ekeruche, 2023).


iv. Economic Growth
By facilitating access to knowledge and skills development, NLN contributes to workforce development, entrepreneurial initiatives, and the overall economy (Nwosu, 2013). Furthermore, the digitization of its collections opens up new economic opportunities related to information services and technology.
v. Social Cohesion and Empowerment
Through its outreach and community programs, NLN helps promote social inclusion and cohesion. It provides access to information for marginalized groups, including women, children, and rural populations, empowering them to participate fully in society (Iwu‑James et al., 2019).
Conclusion
The National Library of Nigeria remains a cornerstone institution that serves as the backbone of library and information science (LIS) in the country. As Nigeria continues to grow and evolve, the NLN will undoubtedly remain central to the nation’s progress, empowering citizens, shaping policy, and ensuring that knowledge remains accessible to all.
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