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ABSTRACT
This study underscores the significance of National library of Nigeria, as a catalyst for academic development and career excellence, highlighting its crucial role in educational development and academic excellence by acquiring, processing, preserving, storing and disseminating its information available to citizens of the country. The NLN enables its citizenry to have access to any information needs they so desire at any given time for research and educational purposes. The establishment of NLN is vital for collecting and preserving the cultural heritage of the nation in both books, non-books and electronic forms, which contribute to intellectual development, political and social economic development of the nation. The library offers readers services, bibliographic services, collection of legal deposit materials, information literacy training, issuance of international standard book number (ISBN) /international standard serial number (ISSN) to books/ serial materials /international standard music number (ISMN) to musical materials, while some comes to read newspapers to update themselves of current happenings in the country. The researcher x-rays some challenges facing the NLN and recommended steps to fixing it, in order to deliver more efficient and effective academic and career excellence. 
Key Words: Libraries, National library of Nigeria, Catalyst, Academic and career excellence





INTRODUCTION
The library has become important channels for disseminating information available in multiple formats to its users. Aruna (2018) states that libraries have been regarded as important pillars of any educational system from time immemorial in all parts of the world. Libraries have played a significant role in grooming of effective leaders by rendering efficient and effective services in all educational areas. The main function of the library is to educate the people or community by assisting in getting proper information resources. Education and library are inseparable in terms of learning. National library is the guardian of a country’s national cultural heritage. They collect, acquires, process, preserve and make available the country’s history to all of its citizenry, it is the strength of the nation as its repository store house and open a window on that country to people all over the world. 
The National Library of Nigeria came into existence by the National library act passed in September, 1964. This act was later replaced and substituted with the National library decree No. 29 0f 1970. It is a grade ‘A’ parastatal and the apex library in the country. It is the giant memory of the nation, her intellectual store house and data bank for learning and research purpose. It is the vanguard of library development and information services delivery, advising institutions, organizations; and Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) at all level of government on library development. The NLN currently has thirty-three state branches in the country.
Functions of National Library of Nigeria 
1. Collecting and Preserving Materials
Acquiring materials 
The NLN acquires materials through purchases, subscription, gift and exchange. 
Preserving Materials 
The NLN preserves materials in its collection, including rare and fragile materials.  
2. Providing access to Information 
Providing Bibliographies 
The NLN provides annotated bibliographies for research and Educational needs. 
Providing Access to publications 
The NLN provides access to publications through its branches and virtual library 
3. Supporting Research 
Conducting Research
The NLN conducts research on topics of National interest
Providing research services 
The NLN provides research services, including enquiring services and consultancy services.   
4. Producing The National Bibliography of Nigeria 
The NLN produces the National Bibliography of Nigeria.  
5. Providing professional services 
The NLN provides professional advisory services and library development services.
  
CHARACTERISTICS OF NATIONAL LIBRARY
Brindley (2002) noted the characteristics of NLN as follows:
1. It is a unique library and symbol of National literature preservation 
2. It preserves the cultural and intellectual heritage of the nation
3. Provides a locus for national cultural identity
4. Archives and maintain the National records of its country
5. Support for the knowledge economy
6. Support for education and lifelong learning
7. Support for community development
8. Support for citizens and leadership for the library system.
SERVICES RENDERED BY THE NLN ARE:
1. Bibliographic control services
2. Issuance of International Standard Book Number (ISBN), International Standard Serial Number (ISSN), and International Standard Music Number (ISMN)
3. Legal deposit collections, individual author/cooperate authors 3 copies, State government or State owned institutions, 10 copies while Federal government or Federal owned institutions 25 copies of books or non-books materials published are deposited with NLN.  
4. Court Subpoena and Summons
5. Production of National Bibliography of Nigeria (NBN)
6. Readership Promotion Campaign (RPC)
7. Virtual Library Services
8. Publication of catalogues, classification tools, indexes and seminar research aids
9. Maintenance of cataloguing standards
10. Promotion of research in the field of library and information science
11. Exhibition and display on tropical issues
12. Library development consultancy and technological services
13. Photocopying services
14. Access to information. 


CORE MANDATES OF NLN INCLUDES:
1. Readers services to any categories of individual;
2. Issuance of international standard book number/ international standard serial number and international standard music number;
3. Collection of legal deposit materials from authors and publishers both hard and e-copies, in their required numbers, 3, 10 or 25 as the case may be; and 
4. Run annual readership promotion campaign all over the country to create awareness about the importance of literacy and to get the citizenry reading to develop themselves and the country in general. 
The library is considered as an integral component of any educational system. It plays a vital role in the improvement of academic achievement. Libraries play an important role as a reliable and beneficial information provider in the students’ academic success and performance. ‘A library is the heart of any educational institute’. Libraries are like hubs of information that help communities. They offer different ways to find good information to help people. They play a big role in making things better in a country. Libraries are important for education, and you can’t separate them from it. Having libraries is crucial for any country’s education system. Therefore, anything that helps education get better also helps the whole country improve. Without libraries, education will suffer, that’s why students should be encouraged to use libraries. Adnan and Muhammed (2023) states that the role of libraries in learning is multi-faceted and essential in shaping the academic journey of students and researchers. The librarians play a vital role in assisting to disseminate the information and knowledge to its end users. The NLN is a repository of knowledge, offering access to a vast array of resources. They provide books, journals, databases, and digital materials that support research, teaching and learning. 
National library as a catalyst for academic excellence provides access to resources, promoting literacy and supporting research. 
Agbo and Onyekweodiri (2014) defines library as the heart of an institution, the mind of a society, the only effective repository of knowledge, the racial memory, a live depository of cultural past, a sustained of the intellectual activities that anticipate the future. The cardinal point of a library is to collect, acquire, organize, preserve and provide access to knowledge and information in both print and online format. Andaleeb and Simmonds (1998) states that the academic library usage is mostly influenced by users’ awareness and resources of the library.
We have various types of libraries for different categories of people they serve: National, public, academic, school and special libraries, these different libraries are organized to meet the specific needs of various individuals or group of people. Libraries play a vital role in the support it offers to the educational sector. It is fact that as water is to fish so the library is to education and educational development and progress.
PURPOSE OF LIBRARIES:
The role is to provide users with any type of informational resources; physical and digital textbooks, references and periodicals, this role extends to librarians providing guidance and tutoring for the students’ upcoming academic projects (undergraduate, master and doctorate degree). Librarians are integrated in several academic activities to help students, such as referencing and research consultations. 
Thus, National library focus on fully supporting all categories of people to meet their informational needs. These learning centers allow the students/ users to use individual or group learning workspaces and areas.
Another major focus is information literacy instruction which is the ability to identify, locate and access appropriate sources of information to meet the information need. Information literacy is an important skill especially in a learning environment since it is considered the foundation for independent and lifelong learning. It teaches students/ researchers how to sort and use information effectively.
HOW DO LIBRARIES HELP STUDENTS?
Providing students with tutoring support which is a fundamental tool in terms of academic guidance and assistance. This process implies one person giving individual or group instructions on project direction, learning paths, information resources and any other academic problems that the student/ researchers might encounter. 
The librarians’ responsibility is not only having content knowledge but also communication skills, empathy and honesty. Since the mission of helping students/ researchers includes not only communicating the needed information to them but also building trust so that they will be open to the National Library Services.

HOW CAN LIBRARIES CONTINUE TO HELP STUDENTS/ RESEACHERS?
National library can greatly assist students / researchers by providing access to a wide range of resources, a conductive study environment, and support for research and learning, which will ultimately foster academic success and lifelong learning.
1. Access to resources: Books, journals, and databases which are important for research and learning.
Specialized resources: Libraries have access to unique resources like archives, historical newspapers and digital databases that are not readily available online.
Technology: Libraries provide access to computers, printers and Wi-Fi, which are essential for doing assignments and accessing online resources. 
2. Study environment:
Quiet and focused space, Study rooms and collaboration spaces and comfortable seating.
3. Support for research and learning:
Librarian assistance: librarians can guide students and researchers in finding information, evaluating sources and using library resources effectively
Research skills workshop: offer workshops on research skills, citation styles, and information literacy.
Tutoring and academic support
4. Fostering a love of learning: 
Reading and exploration, Cultural programs and events, and community engagement.
Many factors of library usage play an imperative part in determining students’ performance such as individual behavior, proper guidance to use the resources, library staff cooperation, library services, better communication, learning facilities and atmosphere, harmonious relationship between librarian and students.

CONCLUSION
The National library and other libraries has become vital and indispensable in providing information, the rapid growth and fast changing environment in the field of technology has left behind many information providers and user struggling to get the current information from the library, since the library is the powerhouse where information is stored, processed, preserved, retrieved and disseminated to fulfil the students’/ researchers’ need. So all hands must be on desk to meet the yearning of the students’/library users. By curating relevant information, libraries empower students and educators alike. Libraries are hubs for research. 
In the modern era, libraries excel in managing knowledge. Librarians demonstrate innovation in leveraging new information technologies to grant access to a diverse array of multimedia resources. National library plays a crucial role in imparting lifelong information-handling skills to students/ researchers. The conventional notion of libraries as silent havens for print materials is evolving. Changes in educational approaches, the influence of computer technology, and the diverse student population have prompted libraries to reorganize resources and develop services that align with the evolving demands of teaching and learning. Banwari (2019) noted that libraries have transformed from store- houses for books and journals to the power houses of knowledge and information. Information and communication technology is responsible for this revolution. 
The very existences of libraries are dependable on users’ satisfaction. Users are satisfied when the library is able to rise to his or her expectation to meet the actual needs. A quality service is said to be one which satisfy the users’ expectation resulting a good experience.
RECOMMENDATION
The need to deplore more ICT gargets and train librarians to meet with the current trend cannot be over emphasized.
Increase in budgetary allocations should be made available for NLN and libraries in other to meet the needs of her users which will in turn translate to excellence academic performance of students.
Provision of internet facilities should be provided in libraries, with supportive source of power.
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