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In the digital era, the role of libraries has evolved from traditional information repositories to dynamic centers of knowledge, innovation, and national development. The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) stands at the forefront of this transformation, serving as a critical resource in advancing the country’s development goals. This paper explores the pivotal role of the NLN in fostering national development through its digital initiatives, including the digitization of cultural heritage, providing equitable access to information, and enhancing literacy levels across diverse demographics. By leveraging emerging technologies in most of its services, the NLN facilitates the democratization of knowledge, supports the growth of the digital economy, and empowers citizens with the skills and information necessary for active participation in societal progress. Furthermore, the NLN’s role in preserving Nigeria’s historical and cultural archives strengthens national identity, promotes cultural exchange, and contributes to global scholarship. As Nigeria continues its journey towards digital transformation, the NLN’s strategic initiatives are crucial in shaping an inclusive, knowledge-driven society that is poised for sustainable development in the 21st century.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]INTRODUCTION 
The word “library” evolved from the Latin word “Liber” which means book. The library is described as an organized collection of published and unpublished  books and audio -visual materials with staff rendering services designed to provide and interpret these resources to meet the information, research, educational and recreational needs of its users (Abdulsalami et al., 2013) In defining a library, Ebehart(2010) defines it as a collection of different forms of resources organized by information professionals or other experts who provide convenient physical, digital, bibliographic or intellectual access and offer targeted services and programs aimed at educating, informing or entertaining a variety of audience with the goal of stimulating individual learning and advancing society as a whole. The library is an instrument of self-education and a center of intellectual recreation that provides accumulated preserved knowledge of civilisation. Fakomogbon et. al (2012) conceived libraries as social institution created to conserve knowledge, preserve the cultural heritage and provide information for education and research purposes. These are basic roles played by libraries all over the world.
There are different types of libraries- National, Public, Academic, Special, School and electronic/digital libraries. The primary role of these libraries according to Igwela & Nsirim(2017) is to acquire, process, preserve and communicate recorded information.  These fundamental roles irrespective of the type of library  are encapsulated as:  informational; educational; Research; Recreation and Custodial. These roles encapsulated in five above, are very significant to the development of any nation or national development as the case may be.
Today’s libraries have shifted most of their services from the traditional library service to digital platforms including online catalogue, digital archives and e-books, to enable wider reach and accessibility.  Libraries as catalysts for national development in this digital era, leverage on technologies to provide wider access to information, thereby facilitating research and empowering citizens through features like online databases, digital collections and information literacy.  This paper focuses on the pivotal role of the National Library of Nigeria (NLN) as a catalyst for National Development in the digital era.

CONCEPT OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
According to Rabie (2016) National Development is a form of social change that leads to progress, acquiring knowledge and having access to resources for decent living. It can be perceived as improvement in the lives of a people at the individual and societal levels. 
The term “National Development” is very comprehensive and includes all aspects of the life of an individual and the nation. It is the process of reconstruction and development in various dimensions of a nation and development of individuals. It includes full growth and expansion of our industries, agriculture, Education, Social, Religious and Cultural institutions.
National Development implies development of a nation. It can be best defined as all round and balanced development of different aspects and facets of the nation namely; political, economic, cultural, scientific and materials.
In corroboration, the United Nations Decade Report simply sums National Development as Growth plus Change. Change in turn is social and cultural as well as economic, qualitative and quantitative. 
Broadly, the development of a nation encapsulates certain parameters as development through a planned national economy, development of human resources, provision of mass education, application of Science and Technology, increase in agricultural output through application of modern technology. All these can be achieved through an informed and enlightened society.
  In Nigeria, the goals of national development are: improving governance, security, law and order and engendering more efficient and effective use of resources to promote social harmony and conducive business environment for growth. Fostering accelerated sustainable social and economic development in a competitive and environmentally friendly manner. These goals are essential and critical to the growth and sustenance of a country, in order to successfully enhance the meaningful standard of living among the populace. Through the process of obtaining information from the library, the citizenry are expected to obtain knowledge that allows them to contribute meaningfully to national development. Libraries transmit information and ideas that are necessary for an individual/community‘s current well-being and progress. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]CONCEPT OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY 
Generally, National Libraries are regarded as apex library institutions in different countries of the world. The functions and services of these libraries are very peculiar and cannot be played by any other type of library. 
· As a result of this, national libraries are perceived as the custodians of the nation’s intellectual heritage, thus providing organised access to, and preservation of the national imprint in a media ( IFLA, 2014). Furthermore, in the opinion of Savenijae,(2010), the functions of a national library includes a role in the national information infrastructure, co-ordinating the infrastructure for different types of publicly accessible libraries. As a product of statute or law, national libraries source of funding is derived from specific roles approved by the government legislature. IFLA(2014) describes the responsibilities of the national library as varied from country to country but basically includes:
· Preservation and promotion of national cultural heritage
· Collection through legal deposit of national imprint
·  Provision of central services
· Promotion of national cultural policy and leadership in national literacy campaign.
· Depositories of international bodies and inter-governmental agencies like the United Nations Organisation (UNO);  UNESCO;ECOWAS, WHO and others.
These roles have evolved over the years with the advent of technology, and national libraries have infused these technologies into their products and services. The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) in her statutory role as a repository of the nation’s intellectual heritage and a critical hub for knowledge dissemination has shifted most of her services from traditional library services to a digital hub, enabling wider reach and accessibility. Most national libraries in this era leverage digital technologies in dissemination of information and discharge of their core responsibilities, thus promoting national development.

SOME NATIONAL LIBRARIES AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
There are national libraries in some countries of the world that has contributed to national goals like economic growth, educational advancement and social progress. Examples of a few of these countries and the roles they played are Uganda, Indonesia, Botswana, Moldova,  Nigeria and so on.  In Uganda, the National Library of Uganda provided ICT training for female farmers to access weather forecast and to set up online markets in local languages to earn foreign exchange through imports, thereby promoting the Gross National Product (GNP) of the country. Moldova Library is a stakeholder in open government partnership. In Indonesia, the National Library of Indonesia has a literacy education program for its population spread across the island – ‘the hard to reach’. As a result, many Library services are provided by boat to those on the island.  In Botswana, libraries have taken large strides towards supporting national vision 2016 by introducing ICT computer skills, enabling users to be successful in business and employment.  
The story in NLN is not different, as it plays some similar and comparable roles with other national libraries in more developed countries of the world.  The NLN compiles and maintains the National Bibliography of Nigeria (NBN), which serves as a comprehensive record of the country’s intellectual and creative output (National Library of Nigeria, 2023). The British Library and the Library of Congress perform similar roles by ensuring the documentation and preservation of national publications for future generation (Library of Congress, 2022).
The NLN like the National Diet Library of Japan and the Biblotheque national de France collects, archives and preserves manuscripts, government publications, maps, newspapers, oral literature and materials of historical, political, literary and social significance. Through this role  the NLN has been able to produce a map of Nigerian Languages.   The annual Readership Promotion Campaign programme of the NLN aimed at promoting reading, reading culture and enhancing literacy, has produced positive results including establishment of Literacy Centers supported by the NLN. The National Library Board of Singapore and the National Library of South Africa also implement readership promotion programs to enhance national literacy levels.   
The NLN represents Nigeria in global library networks such as the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions(IFLA) fostering collaboration and knowledge exchange, which is key to national development.  Inspite of these general roles played by the NLN as seen in most other national libraries of the world, there are some specific roles played by the NLN in enhancing national development.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ntaqddnqtv6j]SPECIFIC ROLES OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NIGERIA IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) is the Nigeria’s apex library.  It acts as repository of the nation’s intellectual heritage and serves as a critical hub for knowledge dissemination. The mission statement of the NLN is to collect, preserve and provide easy access to knowledge leveraging on ICT. In fulfilling this mission, the NLN leverages digital technologies, providing wider access to information thereby facilitating research and empowering citizens.  This plays central role in shaping the development of Nigeria, not only through traditional library functions and services, but also as knowledge-based institution that is actively involved in the advancement of Library and Information Science (LIS).  In the words of Anunobi(2024), the realities of our time require an innovative, consistent and dynamic approach to our operations in service delivery if we must improve on our relevance and to meet the rapidly changing needs of our clientele. Furthermore "librarians are not just custodians of information, but also facilitators of knowledge and our work has the power to transform lives and communities”. When lives are transformed, communities are transformed too, and this is one of the indices to measure the developmental growth of a nation. As the country continues to evolve, so does the role of the NLN in supporting national development, driving educational progress, and fostering social and economic growth. Through innovative services and progressive strategies, the NLN ensures that the future of Nigeria is informed, educated, and connected, thus fulfilling the vision of NLN, which is ‘connect and build an informed citizenry’. The annual Readership Promotion Campaign (RPC) is the flagship programme of the NLN, aimed at building literacy skills and fostering love for reading among Nigerian students.
 As a catalyst for national development in this digital era, the NLN amongst others plays the following roles:
A BRIDGE TO KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION ACCESS
One of the most significant contributions of the NLN to the development of Nigeria is its provision of widespread access to information. Nigeria, with its diverse and expansive population, requires effective communication of information to bridge gaps in knowledge, particularly in remote areas. The NLN's network of libraries are scattered across 32 States in Nigeria. These branches have Electronic Libraries within their facilities for ICT trainings and other digital services. These branches also establish literacy centers, in rural communities and organize programs in ‘hard to reach’ areas of the State. All these are to ensure that both urban and rural populations can access resources that empower them to improve their lives. There is indexing and digitization of Nigerian newspapers in all the branches. This creates ease in information resources access. From educational books to government reports and research materials, the library serves as a bridge to knowledge and learning that is critical for personal and collective development.

NATIONAL VIRTUAL LIBRARY OF NIGERIA 
This is a gateway to all learning and information resources in the NLN.  It is built to maintain and sustain a virtual library for Nigeria and Nigerians. It ensures the preservation of electronic and digital information resources of the nation’s heritage. It subscribes to foreign database which acts as a vital source for people seeking information on national policies, innovations, and global developments. In a nation with a burgeoning digital economy, the NLN provides key services that promote information literacy, digital literacy, and the dissemination of critical resources to people from all walks of life. A visit to the virtual library services portal of the NLN, gives the user unlimited access to download open resources like e-books and e-journals.

DIGITIZATION AND PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
The NLN’s effort to digitize its collections including newspapers is another significant advancement in the field of Library and Information Science in Nigeria. In response to the growing demand for digital resources, the library has undertaken projects to preserve and digitize important manuscripts, historical documents, and indigenous materials that are vital to the nation’s history and culture. In collaboration with UNESCO, the NLN has documented some languages spoken in Nigeria.  This documentation shows that 29 Nigerian languages are critically endangered, with 2 out of the 29 captured on the brink of extinction. The NLN introduced the map of Nigerian languages as a significant step towards documenting and preserving the country’s linguistic heritage. This is crucial in shaping the identity, culture and development of Nigeria. 
NATIONAL REPOSITORY OF NIGERIA (NRN)
This is the Apex Repository of the Federal Republic of Nigeria with objectives to preserve in electronic format the intellectual and cultural resources of Nigeria for posterity.
By making digital archives available, the NLN is contributing to global knowledge networks and helping preserve Nigeria's tradition, literature, and research for future generations. The shift towards digital formats has allowed the library to cater for the modern, tech-savvy citizen who demands quick, reliable access to information.



TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
As an integral part of advancing LIS in Nigeria, the NLN places a strong emphasis on the training and professional development of library and information professionals. The library regularly organizes workshops, seminars, and conferences aimed at updating librarians and information professionals with the latest trends, technologies, and methodologies in the field. By providing continuous professional development opportunities, the NLN ensures that Nigerian librarians are well-equipped to navigate the ever-evolving landscape of information management. The approval of NLN’s Center for Advanced Library and Information Management (CALIM) by the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) as a diploma awarding institution is a testament to NLN’s commitment to the professional development in Library and Information Science. 

The capacity-building aspect of the NLN’s work is critical in ensuring that libraries across the country have professional staff who are knowledgeable, adaptable, and capable of managing complex information systems. The focus on LIS education and development is not only beneficial to the librarians but also to the communities they serve, as it enhances the overall quality of service provided to the public. Regularly, the NLN organizes capacity-building training for Nigeria librarians and information professionals.

SUPPORTING EDUCATION AND RESEARCH:


Education is one of the cornerstones of national development, and the NLN plays an essential role in supporting the educational sector in Nigeria. The library’s vast collection of academic resources, textbooks, and scholarly journals serves as an invaluable tool for students, researchers, and educational institutions across the country. By facilitating access to information that might otherwise be inaccessible, the NLN bridges the gap between formal education and research. The NLN in partnership with Pro quest makes e-books in all fields accessible to her users, thereby supporting research initiatives and fostering collaborations that advance Nigeria’s intellectual capital. The Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) of the NLN is a tool for the public especially the librarians for copy cataloguing. This support plays a crucial role in producing a knowledgeable, skilled workforce in LIS.
PROMOTING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC GROWTH
The NLN’s services extend beyond educational and informational needs; they also contribute to social and economic growth. The online application for ISBN and ISSN is very beneficial to authors, publishers, printers, curators and creators of intellectual products, as they can apply and obtain these numbers from the comfort of their offices or homes. Consequently, their works is made visible on NLN website and the National Bibliography of Nigeria (NBN) leading to patronage from within and outside Nigeria.  This empowers citizens, entrepreneurs, and policymakers driving social progress, and economic transformation.

Additionally, through its advocacy for information literacy, the NLN promotes the development of skills that are necessary for the modern workforce. Programs that focus on developing digital skills, information retrieval, and media literacy are essential in a world where information technology is rapidly evolving. These programs help individuals better navigate the challenges of the digital age and participate more fully in Nigeria’s growing economy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qmaiizw1gxeg]CONCLUSION
The NLN is an indispensable institution in the country’s quest for national development. Its innovative services, digital transformation efforts, commitment to professional development, preservation of Nigeria’s rich cultural heritage and more, are all contributory to national development. The NLN also plays an active and crucial role in the advancement of Library and Information Science in Nigeria, in so many ways. Empowering individuals with access to information and education, the NLN is contributing significantly to the intellectual and socio-economic growth of Nigeria. As the country looks toward the future, the NLN will remain a cornerstone in the development of a well-informed, educated, and connected society.

[bookmark: _heading=h.k1d9rynzku4p]


















References

Abdulsalami, L. T, Okezie, Q.I. and Agbo, A. D. (2013).The role of          the library in national development. Advanced Applied Science Research. 4(1), 58-70.

Anunobi, V.C. (2024). Library and information professionals tasked. info@nln.gov.ng. September, 18.
	
Ebehart, G. I.(ed.). (2010). The librarians’ book of list: A librarian’s guide. Chicago: American Library Association.

Fakomogbon, et al (2012). Use of library resources in private secondary schools in Esan local government area, Edo State. Journal of Information and Knowledge Management. 9(2), 30.
	
International Federation of Library Association and Institution (IFLA). (2014). Lyon declaration on access to information and development. Retrieved from  http://libraryifla.org/258/1/201.

Igwela, J.N. & Nsirim, O. (2017). Libraries and promotion of national development. Journal of Library and Information Science, 11(1&2), 267-277. 

Library of Congress. (2022). About the library. Retrieved from https://www.loc.gov/about.

National Library of Nigeria. (2023). Annual Report and Strategic Plan. https://www.nln.gov.ng

Rabie, M. (2016). A theory of sustainable sociocultural and economic development. Retrieved from http://id.loc.gov.

Savenijae, S. M. (2010). National libraries promoting open access to knowledge. Retrieved from https://ifla.org.







[bookmark: _heading=h.r9zpozjw7v9a]
	

2


2

