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 ABSTRACT
[bookmark: graphic04]Legal deposit is a statutory mandate on publishers and creators of intellectual products to deposit designated copies to the National Library of Nigeria.  This mandate is backed up by law and therefore binding on all producers of intellectual output. Complying with legal deposit law is of benefit to the author, the publisher, the National Library of Nigeria (NLN) and the nation at large. In spite of these benefits, some empirical studies on legal deposit has shown some low level of compliance amongst the state actors.
This paper highlights the benefits associated with legal deposit law compliance, while reviewing the results of some empirical studies on legal deposit in Nigeria. It also examines the implications of legal deposit compliance on access to Nigeria's published heritage, and suggested some way forward.
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INTRODUCTION:
Libraries are categorized as academic, school, special, public and national libraries.  The library is developed to conserve and preserve information resources and also grant access to them.  In every country, the national library serves as the apex or highest library, it stores and preserves the national information heritage and acts as the main repository of the country.   In general, legal deposit is a statutory obligation on publishers, authors and distributors to deposit their publications in the National Library of their country or any other designated library. This is for the purpose of maintaining an archival record of published materials in that country, and making such materials accessible for the present and future generations. The reason people write is to share knowledge; by adhering to the legal deposit law, the author's works are made accessible in libraries and are searchable from the database of library systems worldwide.  In spite of all other benefits, the primary purpose of legal deposit is for accessibility to preserved works, for present generation and the ones yet unborn. Around the world, the nature, format, presentation and the way national bibliographies are produced are rapidly changing to reflect developments in technology.  In addition to hard copy format, the NLN produces its annual National Bibliography of Nigeria (NBN) in electronic format. Other countries like Germany, Netherlands, United Kingdom France, Canada, China, Botswana, South Africa, Norway have all adopted a fully- automated approach to digital legal deposit.
 



LEGAL DEPOSIT ACT & THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NIGERIA(NLN).
The NLN is the apex library in Nigeria. It is solely responsible for the collection of all publications emanating from Nigeria, or written about Nigeria, thereby securing the nation's heritage. 
According to Aina and Mamman(2020), the NLN is aware of the intellectual and 
scholarly capacity of Nigerians in churning out publications in the form of books and serials. These publications need to be collated in the NLN for the primary purpose of storage, preservation and making accessible to present and future generations. To achieve this, the NLN Decree 29 of 1970 which established the National Library Board was promulgated by the Federal Military Government.  The Decree was converted into an Act by the subsequent Civilian Government and known as the National Library Act 1970. This was subsequently gazette into law. This Act stipulates that publishers in Nigeria are under obligation to deposit certain number of copies, depending on the category of the publisher, within 30days of the publication at the expense of the publisher. 
 
Aina and Mamman (2020), posited that apart from being the legal depository of Nigeria, the NLN is the only organization in Nigeria that is mandated to issue the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) and the International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) to authors and publishers of books and serials respectively.  The purpose of the international standard is to coordinate and standardize the international use of ISBNs and ISSNs, to identify uniquely one publication or edition of a publication published by one specific publisher in one specific format. The NLN has started issuing electronic ISBN (e-ISBN) in pursuit of its digitization program of products and services in the NLN.  The electronic versions of publications are presently accepted as legal deposit copies in NLN. If the NLN is to achieve bibliographic control of the nation's intellectual output,publishers must comply with the legal deposit law.
 



COMPLIANCE WITH LEGAL DEPOSIT LAW
Compliance by way of definition is a state in which someone acts in accordance with established guidelines, specifications or legislation (Kyobe, 2009).  Compliance emphasizes agreement with rules, regulations and laws that govern the practice of an institution.  Therefore, compliance with legal deposit law implies that authors and publishers deposit copies of their publications with the NLN.
Recognizing the benefits and potentials of legal deposit compliance to stabilize and advance a nation's culture and intellectual output, the aggregation of scattered and unorganized publications, legal deposit compliance must be taken seriously.
 


BENEFITS OF LEGAL DEPOSIT COMPLIANCE
Legal deposit is recognized globally as an effective means of collecting, accessing and preserving a country's publications in designated libraries.  Legal deposit guarantees that works published in a country are preserved for the use of present and future generations. Compliance with legal deposit is important to the author, the publisher, the NLN, the nation and entire human race
Nicholson (2015) highlighted the importance of legal deposit as "an internationally recognized practice within the global library community which ensures that the documentary or cultural heritage of a nation is collected, accessioned, stored, protected, preserved and made accessible for the benefits of its citizens and future generations".
 
Opara (2020) states that through legal deposit authors, publishers, researchers and other creators of intellectual products are immortalized as their publications enjoy permanent preservation. The benefit of legal deposit cannot be over emphasized, as Iqbal, Qutab and Soroya (2015) established that legal deposit facilitates the documentation of intellectual heritage of a country, which is critical to national development. 
 
Egbokhare (2020) enumerated the benefits of legal deposit compliance as follows:
● It enhances the validity of the work and gives credibility to the author.
● The author's work is listed in NLN annual Bibliography both in print and electronically.
● Massive economic benefits to the author as he gains global visibility.
● NLN preserves the author's work for present and future generations.
● Legal deposit copy is the only authentic copy recognized by the law court in case of litigation.
Preservation of the nation's intellectual output for future generation.
● It is used to measure the nation's Human Development Index (HDI).
● Submission of work for global competition etc.
 

SOME EMPIRICAL STUDIES ON LEGAL DEPOSIT COMPLIANCE IN NIGERIA
Legal deposit compliance in Nigeria is faced with various challenges as shown in results of some empirical studies. According to Adedapo(2019), publishers in Nigeria do not comply with legal deposit law as a result of attitude and lack of stringent enforcement of penalty.
Akidi and Omekwu (2019) reported that the effectiveness of legal deposit compliance in NLN is low, and that publishers comply only when visited by members of the institution.
Aina(2017), reported that the statistics of legal deposit received by the NLN cannot be compared with the ISBN issued to authors and publishers.  The legal deposit collected is far less than ISBN issued, owing to low level of compliance.
Conversely, according to Akidi (2012) the publishers that comply with legal deposit law do so because the NLN created awareness and encouragement through seminars and workshops.
Mmejin (2018) opines that publishers who comply with the legal deposit law do so because they were visited by NLN task force during book fairs or when demand letters are served on these publishers. 
 
Rotimi (2019) reported that the low level of compliance with legal deposit law, by extension ISBN in Nigeria is caused by non-enforcement of penalties on publishers and authors. In addition,
Oyadonghan and Kakiri (2019) emphasized that publishers claim ignorance of Nigerian deposit law, prompting non-compliance. In other words, publishers are not complying with the legal deposit law because they are ignorant of the existence of the law.
Rotimi (2019) summarized that low level of compliance with legal deposit law in Nigeria is caused by non-enforcement of penalty on publishers and authors.
In summary, Eddy-Ugorji (2021) established that enforcement, institutional support and librarians' commitment has joint/combined influence on legal deposit compliance.
Non-compliance with legal deposit law will lead to, lack of access to published works by researchers; preservation and conservation issues; intellectual property issues; lack of national bibliographic control - making it difficult to track and manage publishing output in Nigeria. The author or publisher's name will not appear on the directory hosted on NLN website. Above all, there will be loss of the nation's cultural and intellectual heritage. When there is no collection, there is no preservation and conservation, accessing intellectual outputs will be a mirage.
In other words, Nigeria's published heritage remains in accessible when authors, publishers and creators of intellectual products do not deposit legal deposit copies with the NLN.
 
CONCLUSION
In order to fulfill its primary objective of collecting, preserving and making accessible the nation's intellectual output, the NLN has to treat the legal deposit compliance with every seriousness it deserves. It is important to involve all the stake holders in the publishing industry - authors, publishers, printers, booksellers, distributors, librarians, academics etc.  These state actors will synergize with the NLN, in making legal deposit compliance a reality. 
In addition to reviewing the penalty for non-compliance and making it more stringent, the NLN deposit law under review should include the collection of digital contents like e-books, journals, blogs or website.
The NLN on its part will continue to ensure the sustenance of current publicity given to legal deposit compliance and adherence to publishing standards in Nigeria.
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