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(i) The reverse of the title pagp

(ii) The base of the spine

(Hi) The back of the cover in nine-point type or
larger

(iv) The back of the dust jacket

(v) Any conspicuous place in the book
^  The ISBN should be printed in large enough type

for legibility.

Identifier Ranggs

(Identifiers are also known as 'prefixes)
The total length ot an ISBN is ten digits.

The length of the group identifier, which is allocated by
the international ISBN Agency, depends on the publishing
output and future pfojection of that group.
Thus a group with a large output is likely to get an identifier
which consists of one or two digits.

In each group, the National Agency decides on tHfe length
of the publisher identifier after considering the output
of each publisher (i.e. past, present and future programmes).
Range Distribution of Group Identifiers

7

94

_  997

99899

999999

0

80

950

9980

99900

Publisher Identifiers

100 - 199 One hundred publisher identifiers are avai
lable. Total title identifiers available is
1000.

2000 — 2999 One thousand publisher identifiers are
available. Total title identifiers available
is 100.

30000 - 34999 Five thousand publisher identifiers are
available. Total title identifiers available
is 10.

The above is the range distribution of publisher identifiers
available to Nigerian publishers.

Application of ISBN

(a) Materials which should be given ISBN
(i) Printed books and pamphlets

(ii) Micro-form publications

(iii) Braille publications

(iv) Mixed media publications

(v) Machine readable tapes designed to produce
readable print-out

(b) Materials not to be given ISBN
(i) Diaries

(ii) Calendars

(iii) Advertising matter

(iv) Art prints

(v) Sound recording

(vi) Serial publications

(c) General

A seperate ISBN must be assigned to every diffe
rent edition of a book but not an unchanged im
pression or reprint of the same book by the same
publisher.

A change in price does not require a change of
ISBN.

(d) Format

A seperate ISBN must be assigned to the different
format in which a particular title is published e.g.
A hard back edition and a paper back edition of the
same title must be given different ISBNs. In th
same way, a microform edition should receive a
seperate ISBN.

(e) Reprints

Only a fascimile reprint of a title issued by a dd-
ferent publisher should be given a seperate ISBN.
Otherwise a reprint in the same format by the same
publisher must retain its original ISBN.

(f) Multi-volume Works

An ISBN must be assigned to the set of volumw
as a whole. In addition, each volume in the set should
be given a seperate ISBN.

(g) Collaborative Publications
A book published under the imprint of more than

one publisher should be assigned an ISBN by Je
distributing publisher if only one of them does this.
If, however, the book is available from more than
one of the publishers, then it should carry an ISBN
assigned by each of the publishers from whom it is
available. Each ISBN should be preceded by the name
of the publisher concerned.

(h) Publishers with more than one place of publication
Each bpok produced by a publisher operating sepe

rate and distinct offices or branches in many places
must be assigned only one ISBN by the office or
branch responsible for the publication.

(i) An ISBN, once allocated, must not be re-used. If,
by any error, a number is found to be incorrect,
the number should be deleted from the list and
must not be re-used. The National Agency must be
informed about such deletions and the affected titles.

Administration of the ISBN System

The administration of the ISBN System is carried out at
three levels, namely' The International Agency, the Group
or National Agency and the Publisher levels.

(a) Responsibility and Services of the Interantional Agency

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

To promote the world-wide use of the system.
To advise groups on the setting up and func
tioning of the group vis-a-via definition and
structure.

To allocate group identifiers.

To supervise the use of the system.



Iv)

(vi)

To advise group agencies on the allocation of
purfolisher identifiers.

To provide a computer print-out jists of ISBN
for the use of publishers in a group which hds
no facility for computer operation.

(vii) To provide from information supplied by group
agencies, a computer print-out of lists of pub

lisher identifiers, namra and locations.

(viii) To provide from information supplied by group
agencies, a computer print-out of invalid or

duplicate ISBN.

(b) Responsibilities and Services of the Group ISBN
Agency.

(i) To manage and take charge of the administra
tion of the agency.

(ii) To handle relations with the International ISBN

Agency on behalf of all the publishers in the
group.

To allocate publisher identifiers to publishers.(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

To maintain a register of publisher identifiers,
names and locations.

To provide technical advice and assistance to

publishers.

To ensure that standards and approved proce

dures are observed in the group.

To provide manual instruction for the publi

shers.

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

(viii) To provide computer print out of ISBN to
publishers.

To publsih invalid or duplicate ISBNs.

To arrange with publishers for the numbering

or their back lists.

To liaise with all elements of the book trade

and introduce new publishers to the system

thereby promoting total numbering in the
group.

To keep a register of all ISBNs assigned in the
group.

(f) RespionsTbilites of the Publisher

(i) To apply for the ISBN, informing the NatiPnal
Agency about back list of books, present and
future publication programme.

(ii) To obtain print-out of list of numbers from
the National Agency.

(iii) To ensure that a competent person is respon

sible for the assignment of ISBN and the appli
cation of pertinent regulations.

(iv) To administer the numbering of own books.

(vj To maintian a register of ISBN that have been
assigned to published and forth-coming books.
This register should be kept in numberical se

quence giving ISBN, author, title, edition state
ments.

(vi) To forward lists of publications with their
ISBN (compiled as in (v) above to the Na
tional Agency.

T

BENDEL BOOK DEPOT

A division of the Bendel State Library

6a Forestry Road
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Benin City

■S;; +
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secondary school textbooks

as well as

books suitable for libraries
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or

School Libraries

Write to be put on our mailing list

and for further details for our services
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Benin City

29 Warri/Sapele Road
Warri
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8 am to 5 pm — Weekdays

8 am to 1 pm — Saturdays

We look forward to being of

service to you

Bookshop Manager
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ISBN indexing for Nigeria. It is hoped that this would be a
quarterly publication.

The project will depend largely on the publishers' coope
ration which they have: promised to give. Apart from mdm-
dual publishers catalogues, there Is no book trade index m
the country. It is hoped that the proposed publication will
fill this gap and supplement the National Bibliography of
Nigeria.

CoDclusion

Although the ISBN was primarily designed for the book
trade, libraries and information systems can benefit from
the use of the ISBN. Already, it has become one of the
essential elements of bibliographic description
graphs {ISBD (M) as recommended by the IFLA UBC Office.

However, beyond mere recording, thoughts must be direc
ted at ways of exploiting the ISBN to facilitate library pr^
cesses such as ordering circulation, interlending, national and
international data exchange. In the case of the Natmnal
Library of Nigeria, the subject of the National Union Cata
logue (NUC) comes to mind.

One of the most important responsibilities of the NLN
is the production of the NUC. Althrough various constraints
could be adduced it is a fact that after thirteen years of
existence the NUC is yet to be published. The problems
here are:

(H The size of the Union Catalogue itself. The daily
increase of cards makes handling very difficult and
time consuming. I undertand that over 1.8 million
cards have already been filed and about .5 million
are waiting to be interfiled.

(ii) Even though cataloging rules exist, cataloguing is
still subject to individual interpretation therefore.

cataloguing styles are as varied as the number of
libraries contributing to the NUC. Uniform or stan
dard cataloguing does not exist.

(iii) In order to overcome the problems posed by (i) and
(ii) above a large number of staff is required. Here
again, staff is not easy to come by. What used to
the Bibliographic Services Division, responsible for
the NUC, had one Senior Principal Librarian, one
Higher Library Officer, One Librarian-in-Training and
two Library Attendants. Obvisouly, that complement
of staff in inadequate for the assignment and it is
not surprising that the NUC has not been published.

It is being suggested that the ISBN could provide a solu
tion to the problem of uniform cataloguing. Contributing
libraries will be asked to add ISBN on all their cards as found
in the books. The cards will then be sorted according to
ISBN. Titles which do not carry ISBN can be processed by
the conventional method.

It is assumed from the world wide acceptance of the ISBN
that this category of materials will be a small percentage and
will continue to decrease in number. Unit cards wil consist
of the ISBN and location symbols of contributing libraries.

It is true that this kind of catalogue cannot be us^ on
its own. Therefore, it will be necessary to provide an ISBN
index up-dated periodically and distributed to participating
libraries.

The use of the ISBN is being recommended because it is
simple while it fully identifies each title and can be
cessed easily by the computer. It is hoped that this will be
food for thought for the Mechanised Services ^'t
embarks on planning the computerization of the NUC.
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