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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  Comparat ive Librar iansh ip ' .  D r .  C h i p o M u t o n g i  Provides 
proposed new l ibrary programme in one's  own country or in foreign country. 

1 2 1  

p r o d u c t s  and se r v i ces .  

•  

3 .  A l i w i ,  2 0 1 3  To understand the development in a country and many countries and to discover 
what developments have been successful and can be cop ied  e l sewhere .  I t  can uncover ,  in our  
professional d i s c i p l i n e ,  neglected and h idden approaches to important technica l  l ibrary 
problems. but even more i m p o r t a n t  comparative suggests a new and c r i t i ca l  ro le  for 

l i b r a r i a n s h i p  Simsova and Markee, 1 9 7 5 ,  

2 .  I t  he lps  in stepping out  o f  ones experience. To develop useful pol icy pr i nc ip l e s  or laws and to 
understand them thoroughly (Conference. in tla .org/past/ ifla78/int E x p l o r i n g  the Concept of 

Conference . infla .org/past/ ifla78/int) .  It  brings about in the i nd i v i dua ls  attitudes to the world 
around t h e m .  Peop le  a r e  m a d e  to s e e  the re l a t i v i ty  of t he i r  own v a l u e s  a n d  o f  the i n s t i t u t i ons  
they have used from ch i ldhood .  Exchanging of ideas information and knowledge Promotion of 
peace and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  among the nat ions i n  the wor ld .  To seek full unders tand ing  and correct 
interpretation of the l ibrary system or problem under review A l i w i ,  2 0 1 3 .  

l ' u rpo s e  o f  In terna t i ona l  a n d  Comparat ive  Cooperat ion in Librar iansh i p  

The fol lowings  are some of the purposes of  comparative l ibrarianship :  
•  

I .  Comparative l i b ra r i ansh ip  o ff e r s  a su i tab le  technique for i nves t igat ing not  jus t  l ibrar ies  abroad, 
but a l s o  the l i b r a r i e s  and  r e ad i ng  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  cu l tu res  w i t h i n  a  coun t rvs boundary .  

•  •  •  

associations to explore and benefit from 

coopera t ion  and t h e i r  shared strength. Timothy (2 0 1 8,  also sees l i b r a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  as i n ten t  to 
sha re resources,  knowledge, bib l iographic data, services and even computer faci l i t ies to provide 
some or a l l  aspects o f  l ibrary serv ice .  Since l ibrar ies have always had as a ph i losoph ic  base the 
p rov is ion of  information, first through books and later through electronic means, the concept 
o f  cooperat ion among l ibrar ies  is by no means a fresh and new idea,  as one o f  the fundamental 
m o t i v a t i o n s  of  h u m a n  s o c i e t y .  To keep and  promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  t h e r e  i s  a  need for 

comparat ive l ibrar iansh ip  and due to information explos ion,  automation of l ibrary services is 
i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  effic i e ncy  and effective w o r k i n g  o f  l ibrary and information cen t re  S i n g h ,  2 0 1 0) .  

4 .  To formulate meta l ib ra r i ansh ip .  the ph i losophy and theory under l y i ng  the pract ice o f  
l ibrar iansh ip throughout the world (Conference.infla.org/past/ifla78/int) Contributes to the 

• c r i t i c a l  th i nk i ng ,  a n a l y s i s  and s o l u t i o n  o f  w ide ly  found l ib ra ry  p r o b l e m s  
(Conference . infla .org/past/ ifla78/ int)  enables l ibraries to source materials or labour at 
reaso nab le  pr i c e s .  R e s u l t s  i s  c l o u d - s o u r c i n g  and c loud- f und ing  liposure to foreign 
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the world,  and, indeed, on the international information transfer process itself. An important 
element in the fie ld  of international l ibrarianship which essentially forms part of  the Information 
Transfer process is that of research and evaluation, under which heading is included comparative 

l ibrariansh ip.  

S c o p e  of the Study 

The scope o f  the s t udy  i s  b a s e d  on the type o f  l i b ra r i e s  and its act iv i t i e s .  l i t erature  r e v i e w  covered 
and technology advancement as at the year the research was conducted.  

Literature Review 

The concepts of international librarianship and comparative librarianship first appeared under their 
respective t it les i n  the 1 9 5 0 s ,  when their literatures were overlapping. During the 1960s ,  and 
con t inu ing  through the I 9 8 0 s ,  much energy was devoted to defining each of them and attempting to 
d i s t i ngu i sh  between them. Although clearer defin i t ions  were developed dur ing the mid- 1970s  by I 

Stephen Parker and J. Periam Danton respectively, some confusion has persisted. In practice the 
t w o  f i e l d s  are often  grouped together as internat ional  and comparat ive l i b ra r i ansh ip"  or 
"international and comparative library science. Then there is need for cooperation and collaboration 
between International and national bodies, governmental and non-governmental inst i tut ions,  
organizations, and groups in order to promote, develop, and maintain l ibrar ianship and the l ibrary 
cooperat ion around the world, 

Chowdhu ry .  (2009) defines l i b rar i ansh ip  as profession i n  wh ich members are engaged i n  the 
app l icat ion of appropriate theories, principles, tools and techniques in  implementing information 
service. These techniques involves around these contributions which emphasize three essential 
aspects of comparative l ibrarianship:  

(a, There has to be a "cross-societal or cross-cultural e l e m e n t . O f t e n  th i s  is cross-country or 
internat iona l ,  but the comparison can be conducted within a s ingle country, provided that the 
societal ,  cultural or ideological differences are such that they can give rise to differences in the 
nature of the l ibrary as an inst i tut ion .  Hence a comparison of publ ic  l ibrar ies  i n  the German. French 
and I ta l ian speaking cantons of Switzerland can legitimately be classified as comparative 
l ibra riansh ip .  

b) There h a v e  to be "actua l  compar i sons,"which go beyond  mere descr ipt ions  or  juxtapos i t ion  of 
data .  Comparison implies the analysis  of  the s imi lar i t ies  and differences in the sets of data 
c o l l e c t e d .  

c )  An attempt s h o u l d  be made to explain the observed s imi lar i t ies  and d ifferences w i th  a  v iew to 
b u i l d i n g  theory. Thus comparat ive l i b r a r i a n s h i p  i s  descr i b e d  a s  a  d i s c i p l i n e  w h i ch  e m p l o y s  a  
r i g o r o u s  s c i e n t i fi c  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  o n  the pattern o f  other, o l d e r  c o m p a r a t i v e  d i s c i p l i n e s  s u c h  as 
compara t ive e d u c a t i o n .  

•  
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In scope 1 s  

•  

•  

•  
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Internet and  ICT Services :  Technologies such as email and Web provide tremendous 

Most comparativists in Library Information Science fail to l ink their work to that of colleagues, 

a .  Government L ibrar ies  
b. I n terna t iona l /On l i ne  L i b r a r i e s  

•  

c. Pub l i c  Librar ies 
d .  Special  Librar ies 

•  

T y p e s  of Librar i e s  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Library Cooperat ion 
I .  Nat iona l  Librar ies 
I .  Academic Librar ies :  
a .  Pub l ic  University 
b.  Pr i va te  Un i vers i ty  

c .  I nternat ional Univers i ty 

Challenges of International  and Comparative Librarianship 

.  The danger of inc lud ing comparisons that are not cross-societal or cross-cultural 
that .  i t  can defeat the purpose of international and comparative librarianship. 

•  

• • •  

•  
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Examples of International Library Cooperation 

I .  Example of Library consor t i um cooperation i s  the project of protecting the Common European 
H e r i t a g e  by m a k i n g  m i c r o f i l m  cop ies  o f  o l d  p r i n t s  a nd j ou rna l s  from the cu l tura l  border 

'  

so that no body theo r y  i s  b u i l t  up .  

.  T he W o r l d  W ide  Web i s  e vo lv ing  i n to  an interactive, mult ipolar soc ia l  space, referred to as 
Web 2 . 0 .  L i b r a r i e s  are urged to fol low su i t ,  as impl ied by the term Library 2 .0 .  br i e f  exp lorat ion of 

the evolving env ironment precedes a d iscussion of a number of trends which affect the library 
profess ion and which require attention at the international level .  
·  Some developing countries do not value activities of library, therefore no plans was made for 
development of the l ibrary phys ica l ly  and financ ia l l y.  

iv. Preservation Planning :  Considers the place of preservation in library management and 
looking to its future development. The primary goal of preservation is to prolong the existence of 
i n format ion  resources .  Preservat ive measures are co l lected through comparative studies and library 
cooperat ion of  su i table measures to perverse mater ia ls ,  getting international gu ide l i nes  to assist 
l i brar ies  with  preservat ions ,  and  to deve lop cooperative preservation programmes . i . e .  c loud 
comput ing ,  databank and dig i ta l  material preservation. 

a common user interface offered by Web browsers. 

1 1 .  

opportun i t i es  for l ibrary & Information Scien t i sts  to del iver  the information to the desktops of their 
users .  Web offers s i g n i fi c a n t  advantage by integrating different library & i nformat ion services with 

staff members also enhance records through the OCLC Cataloguing and Metadata 
f 

Subscr ip t ion  previous ly the OCLC Cataloguing S u b s c r i p t i o n) ,  making these records the industry 

standard for quality. 

•  

•  
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Relevance of  In terna t iona l  a n d  Comparative Librarianship in Library Cooperation 

1 .  The developing countries can learn from the developed countries and vice versa, which 

from one area to other creating new market opportunities. 

o rgan iz i ng .  and d i s sem inat ion .  
'-  '--  

I  
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8 .  Library cooperation includes both the sharing of bibliographic data and the sharing 

of l ibrary mater ia ls .  It is a means by which libraries in developing countries can provide users 

access to i n f o r m a t i o n  when resources are scarce. 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

6 .  Library cooperation promotes professionalism, integrity, transparency, a c c o u n t a b i l it ,  

innovation, access to information and library advocacy. 

3 .  The education of librarians is also affected. hile 'internationalization' of LIS education is 

nothing new, there are more far-reaching trans-border programmes. which go well beyond the 

traditional methods but contemporary or modern LIS, open university are extension and expanding 

of  studies in  wh ich  a l l  are connected to, use of internet and ICT have upgraded library education. 

2. 

librarians and information workers to serve their users, these international bodies such as IFLA and 
I 

EBLIDA European Bureau of Library. Information and Documentation Associations, and other 

Assoc iat ions are now actively involved as part of global or transnational c iv i l  society in advocacy 

at the World Intellectual Proper Organization WIPO' and elsewhere for proper transmission of 

information and embracing Sustainable Development Goals. 

•  

5 .  Nat iona l  Deve lopment P lans is to increase libraries strongly, support broader in areas of 

funding. architectura l  b u i l d i n g s  and infrastructures, e q u i p m e n t ' s .  ICT, fittings and furniture, for 

growth of l ibrar ies in an evolving information and cultural environment . 

4 .  C o m p a r a t i v e  librarianship influence Information systems and services operations in the 

library, creating information access tools, selecting, organizing, and preserving information in all 

formats, enables l ibrar ies to source materials or labour at reasonable prices, i .e. cloud-sourcing and 

crowd sourcing exposures to forei competition encourage increased efficiency and effectiveness 

thereby improving quality on products and services. 

7 .  The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions TF L A ;  Africa Library 

Information Association and Institutions L , National Library Association A and 
• 

Librar ians'  Registration Counci l  of Nigeria RCN' are international and National bodies 

representing the interests of library and information science in resource sharing, planning, 





ML 4 :  913-925 

and information sc ience :  theory and 
•  L o r .  P .  J .  2 0 1 4 ) .  R e v i t a l i z i n g  comprative l i b r a r y  

m e t a t h e o r v .  J o u r n al  o f  documentation, 7 0 1 %. 2 5 -- 5 l  

Ltd. 

Jane i ro  UNIRIO , ualitative and uantitative Methods in Libraries 
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Parker J . S  ( 2 0 1 6,  International Librarianship A Reconnaissance, PennsylVania State 
U n i v .  2 0 1 6 .  p223. https://journals.sagepub.com/home/lis Pretoria 
Ques t  Journa l s  Journa l  of Research in Humanit ies and Socia l  Sc ience Volume 4 - Issue 

On l ine  computer l ibrary Center [O C L C ), h t tp s : / / w w w . o c l c . o r g l e n /g r o up s . h t m l  

M.  A l i w i  (2 0 1 3  I n t roduc t ion  to  Comparative Librar iansh ip Development .  Retr ieved from 

Mirza M .  &Rezaul I, (2 0 1 3  Present Status of Library Status of Library Cooper y 
Coopera t ion ,  Networking, and Resouration. Networking, and Resource Sharing in  

Bangladesh :  Web-based Library Cooperation for Access to World-wide Information, 
Un i v e r s i t y  of  Nebraska L inco ln .  drmirza iut-dhaka.ed 

J P .  L o w ( 2 0 0 7) .  Cr i t i ca l  Reflections o f  Internat ional Librar ianship, Pretor ia Un ivers i ty :  

H e r m i n a G . B .( 2 0 1 7) ,  International & Comparative Librarianship, Information and Media journal. 
LI k 4 1  pp 1 2- 1 5 

http://library. ifla org/237/, h t tp s : / / w w w. i fl a o r g / a s t - w l i e / 2 0 1 2 / 1 4 0 -p r i e s t l ey - e n . d f  
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