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Research uestions 

This study would provide answers to the following research questions. 
1 . What are the various library materials available for consultation in libraries? 

•  

2 .  What are the forms of deterioration prevailing in the libraries? 

3 .  What are the factors that cause deterioration of library materials? 

4. 

5 .  What is the extent of adoption of digital preservation techniques in the libraries? 

is nurtured as a necessity for librarians and crucial practice to be upheld in various libraries. 

•  

can be grouped into print, non-print and e-materials that could be archived in the libraries. These 

physical materials, reference and non-reference materials such as dictionaries, encyclopedia, books, 
newspapers, textbooks, periodicals, journals, proceedings, and magazines are printed materials. 

Non-prints such as audio-visuals, film strips, television, cassettes, and micro films are not reliant on 

printing process. The e-resources include so are .application, storage devices hard disks, CD 
ROM. DVD . The accessibility of these materials and frequent utilization by users lead to a gradual 

deterioration of the materials. This indicates that preservation and conservation of library materials · · 
- 

librarians play important role in creating innovative services to users as well as to the materials in 

the library. The library materials range from print, non-print, visual, audio etc. and they are in 

variety of shapes, sizes and formats which normally present problem in terms of storage and 
accessibility. Materials like computers, film, cartridges, cassettes, recorders, multi-media kits can 
be very difficult to manage in shelving and control. Oluwaniyi 20 1 5  stated that library material 

Library being repository of owledge is charged with the responsibilit of information 
dissem inat ion that is vital to national development Saboo, 4 .  The holdings of every library are 
referred to as the heritage of mankind that is treasured and valued; therefore they must be well 

deterioration is greatly the responsibility of the librarians and all the activities involved both before 
and after the deterioration of the materials . The rate of deterioration of the materials has become a 
major problem facing libraries and librarians throughout the world ational Library of Australia, 

2 0 0 4 .  

for Conservation AIC, 2006 defines conservation a s/ th e  reducing or preventing damage in order 
to extend the l ife span of the materials while preservation is the physical treatment of the materials 
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Findings show that both genders participated in the study. The male; 5 8  59% were more than 
female; 40 4 1  %  .  Respondents were made up of para-professional library staff 64 65% and were 
more than the librarians; 34 35% .  Thirty seven 38% of the respondents had 1 1 0  years of 
working experience in the library, 41  42% had 1 1 - 2 0  years of working experience while 6 6% 

did not indicate the number of year working experience as a worker in the library. These shows that 
majority of the respondents had between one to twenty years working experience in the library .... 

0  «  

department. • 

Result and Discussion 
•  

Table 1 shows the Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents. 

statistics of means, standard deviations, percentages and frequency counts. 

Variable 
Category Frequency Percentage 

Male 58  59% 
Gender Female 40 4 1 %  

Status of librarians 
Para-professional 64 65% 

Professional --34 35% 
•  

1  1 0  years 37 38% 

1 1  20 years 41  42% •  

Working Experience 
21  30 years 14  14% 

• • •  -  

No-response 6 
- 6% 

I  

•  •  

•  •• 
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Table 4 reveals factors that cause deterioration of library materials and it shows that only few 
mean= 1 . 84 ,  S D =  0 . 7 1 ,  6 1 . 3 %  of the listed factors caused deterioration of the library materials . 

- 

reason for the low rate of theft and vandalism may be as a result of the strong securi 
place in most libraries and effectiveness of the library porters at work place. 

Captions: Very Often 3 .0 2 .5  ,  occasionally 2 . 4 9 -  1 . 5  ,  Never 1 . 4 9 --  1 . 0  ,  Criterion mean and 
percentages = 2.00 (65%),  N =  98. SD = standard deviation 

Computer virus 83% frequently attacking the available systems, breakdown of ICT 79 .9% , 
destruction of book spine '78.6%) and mutilation 78.9%) were identified as most frequent forms of 
deterioration. The least were vandalism 40 . 1%) ,  torn.books 74.1%, and theft 65%) .  The possible 

Table 3 :  Forms of Deterioration of Library aterials 

Forms of Deterioration 
Very 

% Occasionally % Never % SD 
% 

Rating ean 
often Response 

•  

•  

•  

Computer system • vIrus 
52 5 3 . 1  42 l st 42.9 4 4 . 1  2.49 0 .58  83 .0  

attack on files 
Book mutilations 42 42.9 50 5 1 . 0  6  6 . 1  2 .37 0.60 78 .9  3° 

l  

Destruction of books 
45 45 .9  43 4" 43 .9  1 0  10 .2  2.36 0.66 78 .6 

•  spmne 
Physica l theft/book loss 9 9.2 75 76.5 1 4  1 4 .  1 .95 0 .48 65 .0  6" 

•  •  32 Breakdown of ICT 56 5 7 . 1  25 25 .5  17  1 7 . 3  2.40 0.77 79.9 
I  

Tom books 48 49.0 24 24.5 26 26.5 2.22 0.84 74 . 1  5" 

Vandalismof •  

6" 4 4 . 1  12  12 .2  82 83 .7 1 .20  0 .50 40.1 
infrastructure 
Weighted mean 37 37.3 39 39 .5  23 23 .2  2 . 1 4  0.63 7 1 . 4  Occasionally 

•  

•• 
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security checks of library materials 84 .7%) .  Others included burglary protection '73 . 1%) ,  cold 
storage 69.7% and binding 7 1 . 1  %  .  The least preservation techniques used for library materials 

CCTV survei l lance 42 .7%, ,  de-acidification 42.9%, and pHtesting 41.2%, as shown in Table 5 .  
-  

The number of preservation techniques adopted was found to be low [mean = 1 . 90 ,  SD = 0.67, 

2 .0 ,  Percentage "%,,  65 ,  N =  98.  SD standard deviation 

Table : Preservation Techniques used for Library laterials 

Factors 
Very 

% Occasionally % % Mean SD % Response Rating 
often 

ever 
• • • 

. 

CCTV surveillance 3 3 . 1  22 22.4 73 74.5 1 .29  0 .52 42 .7 1 5 

M icrofilming 2 1  2 1 . 4  30 30.6 47 48 .0 1 . 73  0 .79 57 .8  1 0"  
•  

f  

Boxing/casing •  

mn 

20 20.4 23 23 .5  55 56 . 1  1 .64 0.8 54.8 1 1  
carton 

Cold storage of library 
27 27 .6 53 54 . 1  1 8  1 8 . 4  2 .09 0.67 69 .7 6" 

building Cl  I  o(w<j  •  •  •  

Filmed encapsulation 1 7  17 .3  26 26.5 55  5 6 . 1  1 . 6 1  0 .77 53 .7  •  •  12" 
-  -  . ...  •  

De-acidification 0 

4 . 1  20 20.4 1 .29 0 .54 42 .9 1 3  4  74 75 .5  '  

papers 
• •  3 Physical security 65 66.3 21  2 1 . 4  1 2  12 .2 2 .54 0 .71  84.7 

Dusting and cleaning 
73 74.5 2 1  21 .4  4  4 . 1  2 .7 0 .54 90 . 1  l  st 

books - 

Fumigation of the ' 

g" 27 27 .6 38  38 .8  33 33 .7  1 .94 0.78 64.6 
library 

.  

B ind ing 25 25 .5 6 1  62 .2 12 12 .2 2 . 1 3  0 .6 7 1 . 1  5" 
.. 

9 Reprography 1 6  16 .3  5 1  52 .0 3 1  3 1 . 6  1 .84  0.68 61 .2  

Burglary protection 40 40 .8 37 • •  37 .8  2 1  2 1 . 4  2 . 1 9  0 .77 73 . 1  4 
•  

I  

PH testing of 
5 5 . 1  1 3  13 .3  80 8 1 . 6  1 .23  0 .53 4 1 . 2  16" 

materials •  •  

- d  

Lamination of sheets 32 32.7 40 40 .8 26 26 .5 2 .06 0.77 68 .7 7 

Proper 
she Iv ing/ arrangement 70 7 1 . 4  23 23 .5  5  5  . 1  2.66 0 .57 88 .8  2 

•  

of books 
d  

14" Access control 1 0  10 .2 26 26 .5 62 63 .3  1 .47 0 .68 48 .9 •  

Weighted mean 28 29 .0 3 1  32.2 3 8  38 . 8  1 .90  0 .67 63 .4 Occasionally 

•  

• 
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hinder so much. The findings corroborated with 
2008 and Kaur, [2 0 1 7  study on hindrances to 

- 

Ogunmodede and Ebjiuwa 2 0 1 3%  Olatokun 
preservation of library materials. 

• preservation of library materials were lack of policies and regulations for preservation 78.9% poor 
electricity and poor funding 73.8% each . Others high ranked problems include skilled man power 
on special preservation 6 6 % ,,  obsolete technology 63.9% and lack of dedicated staff 5 9 . 8 % .  

conservation of library materials. The top ranked problems that militate against the practices of 

• 

Caption: Yes 3 . 0 - 2 . 5  ,  Neutral 2 . 4 9 - 1 . 5  ,  No .  1 .49 -- 1 .0  Criterion mean % , 2.00 65 , N = 98 
Problems that Militate Against the Practices of Preservation and Conservation of Library Materials 

Table 7 :  Hindrances to Preservation of Library Materials 

Scale 

Factors Yes % Neutral % INo % Mean SD % of 
• impact 

1 . Poor funding 48 49.0 23 23 .5  27 27.6 2 .21 0.85 73 . 8 1  32" 

2. Harsh tropical climate 23 23.5 20 20.4 57 58.2 1 . 67  0.83 55 .78  8" 

3 .  Shortage of e- 6" 28 28.6 1 8  1 8 .4  52 5 3 . 1  1 . 76  0.87 58 .5  
infrastructure 
4. Lack of skilled personnel 24 24.5 48 49.0 26 26.5 1 . 98  0.72 65.99 3 

5 .  Poor electricity supply to 
_ 

. 
r oe 

• 
- 

keep libraries below 46 · •  46.9 27 27.6 25 25 .5  2 .2 1  0 .83 73 .8 1  2 room 
temperature • .. 
6 .  Obscurity • 

1n 
• 

l  

. - 

understanding materials used 1 8  18 .4  42 42.9 38  38 . 8  1 . 8  0.73 

for production of items 
I  

7. Lack of policies and 
52.0 

l  st 
5 1  32 32.7 1 5  1 5 . 3  2.37 0.74 78 .91  

guidelines on preservation • 

'  

8.  Structural administrative 
•  

4" 
deficiencies 

26 26.5 38 38 . 8  34 34.7 1 .92 0.78 63.95 

9 .  Lack of commitment 7t 
from library staff 

1 8  18 .4  36 36.7 44 44.9 1 .73 0.75 57.82 
0  •  

l  0. Inadequacy of dedicated 
.  ......... � 

staff for • and 25 25.5 38 38 . 8  35 35 .7  1 . 8  0.82 59.86 5" 
preservation 

• 

conservation - 

1 1  .  Obsolete tee ology 28 28.6 34 34.7 36 36.7 1 .92 0 . 8 1  63.95 4" 
l  

Weighted means 30 3 1 . 1  34 33 .0 36 36 . 1  1 .94 0.79 64.8 

•  
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