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stakeholders especia l ly ,  the Book Development Centre BDC and the Assoc ia t ion  of  N ige rian 
Authors ANA, on the development of an appropriate legal framework to support the i n i t i a t i ve .  

preservation. A provision that is unambiguously clear about e-publ icat ions ,  espec ia l ly ,  stat ing 
whether sound-recording, v ideos and on l i ne  publ icat ions are i nc luded ,  i s  needed .  A l so .  as par t  o f  

Presently, emphasis is on aggressive sensit ization of publ i shers and wou ld-be pub l i shers  to 
encourage them to discharge their legal deposit obl igation with in the one month stipu lated .  The 
campais is showing to be effective as avai lab le data indicate that the number of t i t l es  depos ited 
yearly since inception of the current management in 2 0 1 6 ,  has been on the increase. It must a l so  be 
added that inference based on the number of t it les deposited says noth ing about comp l i ance  l eve l ,  
so with effect from September, 2 0 1 9  data on compl iance leve l  w ith lega l  depos i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  
Niger ia w i l l  be made ava i lable .  

Section 4 7e, of the National Library 1 970  Act, a Supplement to Official  Gazette No .27 .  V o l . 5 7 .  

Updating legal deposit legislation · 
It is doubtful whether it i s  right to say a law is  obsolete or outdated when it has not been repealed or 
expunged just because it does not address or envisage certain cha l lenges .  An Act enacted a lmost  49 
years ago which stipulates £50 'N 1 0 0 0,  as fine for any infraction of the legal deposit  prov is ion is  
sti l l  enforceable but could be said to be ineffective The deterrence effect of  the fine  is  defeated 
when its value and the cost to get it imposed are considered.  It is  now be ing argued i n  some 
quarters that apart from an upward review of the fine, a new provis ion that w i l l  ensure that 
stipulated fine is slammed on anyone in breach of the legal depos i t  p rov i s i on  by N a t i o n a l  L ibra ry  o f  
Niger ia and anyone who has propensity for l i t igat ion can go to court to cha l l enge the fine .  

Effective Implementation of Legal Deposit Legislation 

It is against this background that this paper examines the need to update, rev i s e  or enact new l e g a l  
d e p o s i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  the view to h i g h l i g h t i n g  the i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e ff e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a ti o n  o f  l e g a l  
d e p o s i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  that i s  reflective of the r e a l i t i e s  the d i g i t a l  r e v o l u t i o n  has e n g e n d e r e d .  

However, fo r  d e v e l o p i n g  countries w i t h  less d e v e l o p e d  p u b l i s h i n g  industry, statutory regulation 
remains the on ly  practicable opt ion.  I n  developed countr ies new forms of creat ion,  product ion ,  
d istr ibut ion, access and participation have revolutionized industr ies ,  such as book pub l i s h i ng ,  music 
and fi l m .  Most countries depend heavi ly on legal deposi t  for b u i l d i n g  the i r  na t iona l  co l l e c t i o n s  but  
a few countries have proceeded to bu i ld ing nat ional  cultural  heritage through vo luntary depos i t  

systems Landry, 2 0 1 4  .  
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In l i n e  w i t h  g l o b a l  t r e n d  for n a t i o n a l  d e p o s i t  c o l l e c t i o n  for e - p u b l i c a t i o n s  plans are u n d e r w a y  fo r  
v o l u n t a r y  d e p o s i t  of non-print material on the N L N ' s  website that w i l l  s o o n  have p o r t a l  for easy 
u p l o a d .  W h i l e  effort w i l l  be made to see that a c l a u s e  is inserted i n  the legal d e p o s i t  legislation to 
make s u b m i s s i o n  of e-format of printed publication obligatory as soon as our intended Digital 
Deposit Registry takes off. 

• 
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Impact of Legal Deposit Legislation on NBN and the Publishing Industry 
Legal deposit col lect ion is the source of bibliographic records usually listed in  the national 
b ib l iography (b ib l iograph ic  control, and it is one of the major objectives of any legal deposit 
l eg i s lat ion .  The comprehensiveness and timeliness of a national bibliography to serve as copy­ 
ca ta loguing.  se lect ion and reference tools depend on factors such as cooperative attitude of 
publ i shers ,  effective implementation of the legal deposit legislation, and adequate fund for 
sens i t izat ion ,  research, monitoring and enforcement. NLN is  not unmindful of the other platforms 
that  provide faster access to information, as it is determined to ensure that with effect from this year 
NBN product ion w i l l  be t imely and comprehensive through implementation of new strategy that 
ensures that a b ib l iograph ic  record takes one month to get l isted and an average of I 0 -  workday to 
get a material s h e l v e d .  

•  

•  

the abi l i ty of NLN to protect their legitimate commercial and other interest is responsible for non­ 
submiss ion of e-format of published work in print. It is imperative that a clause prohib it ing the use 
of deposited col lect ion by default be included in the revised legal deposit legislation. 

print because of many issues relating to copyright, organizational, technical and operational 
•  

aspects. For example, the problem of copyright issues relating to reproduction of a work (even 
pr int)  for preservation has not been fully resolved in many countries, especially if  the work is 
orphaned, not ava i lab le  elsewhere or out-of commerce. Lack of sufficient publishers' confidence in 

•  

Compliance with legal deposit legislation for electronic publication appears more complex than for 
•  

•  

•  

The cost of enforcement and litigation makes civil remedies- such as negotiation, persuasion, and 
prohibit ing the d ist ribut ion and sales of published material not deposited-better and efficient 
op t ions .  In many countr ies what is  usually imposed as fine is usually small and its pursuit through 
l i t igat ion is not common as a review of plethora literature reveals that successful prosecution of 
legal  deposit legis lat ion is very limited. According to Byford (2005,) the last recorded case that was 
taken to court in the United Kingdom was in 1920 ' s .  In  Nigeria there have never been a recorded 
case of successful l i t igation on violator, so legal option is seen generally as last resort especially, 
where  the cost of l i t i ga t ion  is more than the cost of the item in question. This does not suggest in 
any way that legal deposit should not be enforceable, as penalty structure or penalty clause for 
contravention is necessary to put pressure on publishers to comply. 

I SBN books Landry, 2 0 1 4) .  The capacity to assess the compliance level with legal deposit 
legislation in Nigeria is  what the current NLN's administration is determined to achieve as it has 
just  established a monitoring and evaluation unit saddled with the responsibilities to generate 

• 
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The Legal Deposit Department is currently working on a proposal that w i l l  make C IP  i n c l u s i on  i n  
publ icat ions obligatory with the publ ishers paying a token for the service. Th is  is  important for the 
fact that monitoring w i l l  be enhanced as the CIP provides bibl iographic information about the book 
and also the author's b io data. NLN need not wait for a legal provision to implement th is  proposal 
as there are already several provisions in  the Nat iona l  L i b r a r y  Act that a l l ows  N I  N  to formu l a t e  

pol ic ies and set gu ide l ine  for effective de l ivery of her serv ices .  However,  for e -pub l i ca t ions  the use 
of Uniform Resource Names URNs, and D i g i t a l  O b j e c t  I d e n t i fi e r s  DOI)  w i l l  be exp lo i t ed  w h e n  

the pro p o s e d  D ig it a l  D e pos it Registry takes off. 

- - Happily enough, both {I S S N s  and ISBNs) c o u l d  now be a p p l i e d  for r e a l - t i m e  o n l i n e .  t h u s  s a v i n g  
p u b l i s h e r s  the stress of v i s i t i n g  any N L N ' s  office. C I P  i s  n o t  a  c o m p u l s o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  to be 

included i n  any p u b l i c a t i o n ,  but c o u l d  be very u s e fu l  in the m o n i t o r i ng and enforcement o 

compliance w ith lega l  depos it leg islat ion. 

NLN intends to adopt the voluntary deposit scheme to regulate e-pub l i ca t ions .  Th is  i nvo lves  
twill ing upload of non-print publications such as CD-ROM, sound recordings, and other offline 
publ icat ions  by publishers ,  whi le onl in e  publicat ions are d irectly harvested and archived by 
NLN. Th is model is practicable in that it is  not in confl ict w ith any prov is ion of ex ist ing legal  
deposit provision ,  u n l i ke the incent ive- based structures and self-regulation m o d e l s  that the i r  
implementation may require total  repeal  of m a n y  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  the l e g a l  d e p o s i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  
Support ing Structures for Imp lementation Legal Deposit Leg i s lat ion 
International Standard Book Numbers I S B N, ,  International Standard S e r i a l  Number ( I S S N )  and 
Cataloguing in Publication (CIP' are the three supporting structures NLN cou ld  re ly  on for l ega l  
deposit implementation. The publishers' attitude to col lect block of numbers they may never u t i l i ze  
makes the use of ISBNs and ISSNs for track ing of publications subject to legal depos i t ,  unre l iab l e .  

Alternative Models to Regulation 

Many a lternat ive models  to legal dep osit l egis lat ion have been explored by deve loped na t iona l  
l ibraries especia l ly in Switzerland and Netherland. In the United Kingdom alternative mode l s  that 
include :  voluntary deposit schemes for electronic publ icat ions ;  incentive based structures, and self­ 
regulation model were once explored. The workability of these models depends on the commitment 
of parties to mutual agreement and faith in the conflict resolution' mechanism as court cases and 
legal disputes are avoided. A joint-committee can be established among NLN, Association of 
Nigerian Authors A N A ,  and other pub l i sh ing  trade associat ion to g i ve  adv ice  on technica l  i ssues  
and reso lve d isputes. 

Figure: a modified Dewey 'subject classification oj published work in the NBN 2014 edition 

the view to making it reflective of Nigerians'  tenacity to excel in a l l  fields of human endeavors .  
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