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S N  Journal Title Vol. No. Year 
' 

1 Journal of WAIFOR 1 1 1953 
'  

2 Journal of WAIFOR 1 2 1954 
'  

3 Journal of WAIFOR 1 3 1955 

4 Journal of WAIFOR '  1 4 1956 

5 Journal of WAIFOR ' 2 5 
'  

1956 

- Breading 
- Agronomy 
- Pest Disease Control 
- Processing preservation storage 
- Design Fabrication 
- Farming system 
- Product utilization 
- Extension 
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areas of activities: Crop improvement, Biotechnology, Resource and Crop 

economic study and extension services farmers input linkage system 
REFILS . According to Omoti 1999 NIFOR has since inception played a 

leading role in oil palm and palms research in the world, and has earned for 
itself an international reputation as a centre of excellence. 

Consequent upon the research activities carried out in the institute, a 
journal was established in 1953 titled ''Journal of the est African Institute 
for Oil Palm Research FOR ''. The primary function of this journal was 
to provide a means of recording the research work carried out at the Institute 
and in so doing to extend the scientific knowledge of the oil palm. It was a 
journal devoted entirely to the oil palm. Over the years, this journal 
metamorphosed into the Nigerian Journal of Palms and Oil Seeds NJPOS . 

the name of the Institute changed from W FOR to NIFOR after 
Nigeria's Independence, the journal's title changed from ''Journal of 
WAIFOR'' to Journal of NJPOS". 'hen the institute became purely national 
in 1964, the mandate expanded to include other palms with issue No. 15 of 
1965 to maintain the numerical sequence of pub l ication . 

In view of Nigeria's demand for vegetable oil and oil seeds, the scope of 

changed to NIPOS and it follows the provision series as volume II 1987. In 

in Table 1 .  

Table 1:  Issues of NJPOS Journals Published from 1953 2003 

• 





-2003. 

- - - - - 

L  o  

•  • • • 
• 
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Articles Published Fre . % 

Regular Research Article 236 79 
Research Notes • 

20 • 

t 7 
Short communication 9 3 
Book Review • 32 1 1  

297 100 

[6 e 

recommendations to enhance research in those subject areas. 

The obje ives of the study 

which is needed because of the impact of the commodities on the Nigerian 
economy. 
This study is aimed at: 
- 

- Anal ing the pattern of authorship. 
- Determining the frequenc of authorship. 
- Evaluating the articles published according to areas of research mandates. 
- 

mandate of the institution. 
- Proffering useful advice to the editorial board for improvement on the 

journa l .  

Methodology 

All the 33 issues of the journal NJPOS published since inception in 1953 
to 2003 were assembled and the articles that appeared were listed 
alphabetically by author according to the mandate crops of the institute. The 
art icles were then grouped into their various categories for ana lysis . Data 
were presented in simple tables and anal zed by sirhple percentage. 

Results and Discussion: 

shown in tab le 2, out of a total of 297 articles featured in the journal 

contents anal ed in this study. N ine 9 short notes and 32 book reviews 

referred. 





4 

• 

Authorshi Fre . % 

Single Author 164 64.0 
Two Authors 59 23.0 

Three Authors 26 10.2 

ur Authors 5 2.0 

Five Authors 1 0.4 •  

Six Authors 1 0.4 

256 100 

development should be encouraged. 
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them collaborated with the institute staff to carry-out the research. This 

Table 4: Pattern of Authorship 
The pattern of authorship anal ed in Table 4 shows that 164 64% of the 
articles were single authored. This is followed by 59 23.0% with o 
authors, 26 10.20%, had 3 authors, 5 2.0%, had four authors, 1 '0.4% 
had five and six. authors respectively. The implication of this result is that 
most of the researchers are working alone. This result is different from 
findings by Fadayomi 1996 where a large percentage of articles published 
by weed scientists in a scientific journal had 2 authors. This development 
does not augur well for obtaining quali research results because current 
trend in scientific research favour mu ltiple authorship as scientific studies 
today are multi d iscip l inary O lurunsisola and Akinboro, 1991 . Current 
results obtained in issues nos. 32 and 33 whereby 4, 5 and 6 authors 

interest, in Table 5, revealed that 188 73.4% research work in the Institute 

Raphia Palms, about 50% of the total research e ffo r ts  are still tilted toward 
the oil pa lm .  EffoI s should be made to increase research effor into these 
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r 

100 

12.9 
40.2 
22.6 
8.6 

2.0 
5.9 
4.3 
3 .5 

% 

33 
103 
58 
23 
5 
15 
11  
9 

256 

Freq. Research Subject Areas 

Genetics and Breeding 
Agronomy and Soil Management 
Pest and Disease Control 
Processing, Preservation and Storage 
Design and Fabrication 
Farming Systems 
E ension Services 
Product Utilization 

•  
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Conclusion: 
This study has shown that the NJPOS is an important 'key' journal in 

palm science research in Nigeria. However, the publishing of the journal is 
irregular. Analysis showed that it has published articles made up of 236 

authors, seven four authors have only one article each, wh i le 79 others 
have 2 or more publications with 2 authors having 1 1  articles each. Majori 
of the articles have one author while issues 32 and 33 have 5 & 6  authors 
each respectively. This shows a lack of team work among the scientists. 
Articles in the journals are mainly on oil palm and its related products while 
crop management, crops protection and crop improvement were the major 
research focus of the articles. 

Recommendations: 
- 

to do a critical evaluation of the journal against set objectives. 
- The Institute shou ld evaluate their research programmes in order not to 

lay too much emphasis on one crop and a few specific research areas to 
the detriment of other mandate crops. 

- 

contribute and use the journa l to publ ish their research work in order to 
make the journa l more regular in frequen of publicat ion. 




