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It is obvious from these efinitions that the new innovation is "an effect" 
on the user's side created by bringing together technologically, the resources 
of many libraries and information services. The definition also stresses the 
prospect of inter-organization access service· associated with the new 
innovation cooperation and collaboration be een libraries and related 
institutions in order to expand access to, and delivery of information service 
beyond the traditional limitation of space, time, efficien and effectiveness. 
A particular virtual library provides a l ink to another virtual library as well as 
resources within the Internet public domain. 

stated earlier, the virtual library is a technique of virtual reali . 
Barker 1993 , explains the concept of virtual reali in relation to the virtual 
library stem. According to h im, virtual libraries depend for their existence 
upon a rapidly maturing area of technology known as virtual reali or VR 
technology. VR has often been described as the ultimate multi-media 
experience, the simplest form of which is known as tele-presence. Such 
experiences depend on the ab i l i of a computer and its associated 

in which a user can be "totally immersed". 
This can be achieved in o ways: First, the provision of such facilities to 

• 

• 

Definitions Concep . 
There are many definitions of a virtual library. Terms such as ''digital 

library" and "electronic library" are often used synonymously even though 
some scholars like Barker 1991 view the three as distinct but inter-related 
concepts .0 ord Advanced Learner's Dictionary explains the meaning of the 
word ''Virtual'' as something that is unreal but made to appear to exist by 
computer so are. Therefore, a virtual library could be a library 
environment simulated by computer. An example is the "Book House 

embracing definition of a virtual library as - 
The concept of remote access to the contents and 

combining on-site collection of current and heavily 
used materials in both print an electronic form, with 

delive from external world wide libra and 
commercial information and knowledge sources. In 
essence, the user is provided the e ect of a libra , 
which is a synergy created by bringing together 

and information services. 
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2. 

•  

The Virtual National Libra Of Nigeria Vnln 
In the words of Mc rthy 1998 , the virtual library must maintain the 

principal characteristics, which have enabled the traditional libraries to 
contribute so much to the socie over the centuries. In essence, a virtual 
library should be a seamless extension of traditional library functions. 
Several virtual library projex cs have been designed to fulfill this role. The 

depending on the communi a virtual library intends to serve. For instance, 
with the establishment of the National Library of Nigeria Virtual Information 
System, members of the global communi from any location should be able, 
through computer ne ark information and services rendered by the library. 
1 .  A  worl wi e eb gateway that organizes and integrates access to 

library and information services available from the National Library of 
Nigeria Information System: the departments, branch libraries and the 

. Internet Publ ic domain. ' 
•  •  

An integrated onl ine catalogue of the integrated library system 
h o l di n g s  including National Un ion Catalogue NUC , National Union List 

An organized collection of full text, multimedia documents from 
aca emic, government an commercial publishers that w i l l be of 

• interest to the users. 

and research activities particularly in humanities, social sciences and 
•  science. 

A current awareness service inc luding Selective Dissemination of 

affairs. 
Interlibrary loan whereby documents not available in the library can be 
obtained for users from other libraries. 
Onl ine registration of publishers for International Standard Serial 
Number SSN , International Standard Book Number ISBN and 

•  

taloguing-in-Publication (CIP data. 

occasional papers, special collections and archives. 
Online reference services and l ibrary instruction. 

materials to users. 

reserve materials can be made available to users on request through a 
secured electronic reserves website. This is an impo nt feature of 
academic virtual libraries. 
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a child of necessi consequent upon the need to 
of 

Information and Communication Technologies 'I 

Cyberian, Hybrid Librarian and Digital Librarian. 

strategy for sorting through the Internet for desired information. Users 

retrieve all the relevant information needed. Research has shown that there 
is an increasing demand for librarians in all sectors in Nigeria as many 

information divide between the information rich 

• 

observed by Ikpaahindi 2006 . 

Skill Impr emen :  

• 

or digital libra becomes a ready solution to the age- 
long problems of eapfrogging from the ocean of 
wealth of the developed economies. 

- 

Really, Nigeria and the whole of Africa stand to benefit from this 
development if only they would take the advantages of the golden 
opportuni offered by I S and globalization. On the other hand, it is an 
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Ca ... lystfor Educational Development 
The emergence of virtual library systems have provided unlimited 

educational opportunities world-wide. Students, academics, administrators 
now have the opportuni to broaden their horizon of knowledge in their 
respective fields of human endeavour and thus improve themselves in their 
various callings. 

Furthermore, virtual library exists to support universities' distance 
learning programmes. Virtual library systems have thus added amore 
effectiveness to the distance learning programmes. It is more or less a 
sustainabili mechanism for distance learning as students and lecturers who 
are off-campus have equal access to information resources and services as 
those on campus. The p r o s p et s  in this connection are increased academic 
related activities, upsurge in the number of educated elites, and widespread 
litera . This scenario has minimized geographical barriers to education and 
thus paves way for education without stress. 

In Niger ia, the National Virtual Library for Tertiary Institutions has been 
launched within the National Open Universi of Nigeria NOUN which 
emphasizes the use of I to spread knowledge around Nigeria as a means 

support tertiary education particularly universi system. It is, therefore, 

especially the National Library of Nigeria and public libraries should be well 

SIS agenda of bui ld ing an inclusive information socie towards 
, 

a a a s 4 

- • • - 

Online Reference Service 
• 

assistance provided in the traditional inter-personal reference. It involves 

member through some electronic means i .e. e-mail, chat etc. it is a service 

• - - • •  
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proje in Nigeria? uite a number of automation projec have failed in the 

libraries to go virtual unless the government, national and international 
organizations render financial assistance. 

Again, the view that creation of a virtual library will facilitate cost 
effective access to information may sound unrealistic for Nigeria because of 
the poor economy. r instance, a user especially, a remote user needs a 
personal computer with Internet access for online services. Unfortunately, 
these are not within easy reach of Nigerians. Alternatively, a user without a 
personal computer may recourse to er-cafes where e has to pay in order 
to access a virtual library via the internet. orse still, many Nigerians 
particularly graduates are worse off financially due to unemployment and 

The high cost of computer and Internet access will make accessibili to 
information very expensive. This problem can only be overcome with 
improvement in the economy and library service across the country. The 
scheme being embarked upon which brings about 50% reductions in the 
prices of computer are a welcome development. Other measures that will 

should be vigorously pursued. 

I Skills: 

While it is true that the emergence of virtual library system has a lot of 
prospex cs for librarianship, it is equally true that if librarians fail to keep pace 

Nigeria is an eloquent testimony to this fact. The emergence of the virtual 
i ibrary has placed greater demands on the abili of librarians. Advanced 

pre-requisite for their employment worldwide. 

new roles it offers. This is a great challenge, which librarians and other 

· g  

$  

•  
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• 

easy retrieval of information relevant to users' enquiries. 

cataloguing materials. The virtual library provides access to a broad range 
of Web-based resources i .e .  local and ne orked digital resources, some of 
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uniform description of resources wil l  become very vital. 
Again, in view of the diverse nature of leb-bas resources, users are 

• 

problem of inter library lending which by implication is restricted. This 
problem associated with the virtual library can deprive users the benefit of a 
broad based ne orked virtual library. 

The implication of this development is that libraries have to develop new 
policies and procedures for collection usage and review co l lection 
development pol icies that no longer fit the new environment. Again, in the 
words of Atkinson 1991 , librarians must try to influence the economic and 
ownership policies, which are being developed for the new information 
system that can continue to value both communi access to information and 
fair compensation to the owners of information . 

Ele ronic Cataloguing 
This is another problem associated with the new innovation. ta loguing 

virtual l ibrary resources entails additional work for librarians. This follows 

information-a paradigm shift from ownership to access Lim, 1996 . This in 
turn has create a new role for librarians that of negotiating access right 
through contract and licenses. 

A further issue to be considered is the abil i to access earlier issue of an 
electronic subscription. ith printed subscription, libraries may own and 
may continue to access those issues they purchase during the lifetime of the 
subscription. ith electronic subscription, l ibraries pay for access to the 

• 

information resources does not always imply ownership only hat library has 

•  
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•  

•  

of equipment. The depreciating value of Naira is not helping the situation. 
Thus, a lot of money is neede to procure I gadgets from advanced 
countries. The Nigerian Government should embark on measures to arrest 

equipment by institutions wishing to do so. 

will completely phase out or undermine traditional libraries. The traditional 
libraries will continue to play an important role in information services 
because perfect virtual library cannot be attained in a short spate of time. r 
one, control of boo through licensing in th e  new age would restrict access 
to some of these bibliographic resources. r another, some materials are 
not permanent on the web and they may not always be available for 
consultation. It can, therefore, be argued that virtual l ibrary exi: s to 
supp lement and complement traditional library, but it can never be a 
substitute. Burke 2001 contends: 

subject to frequent change, such as stock market data, health repo , and 
population statistics. It is also valuable for the ease with which information 

Printed resources may continue for a long time to be the most efficient form 

- . 
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