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AB · 

In a research carried out in March 1994 on the public libraries of Kano in 
•  

the Northern Nigeria a predominantly Hausa by tribe and Muslim by 
religion. , Enugu in the East predominantly Ibo by tribe and Christians by 
religion and Ibadan in the est a predominantly Yoruba 'ate and a 
mixture of Christians and Muslim communi , Kano ha the lowest number 
of female library users. The study revealed that customs, religion and the 
poor state of their libraries were the most important factors for the poor 

' 

utilization of public libraries by women in Kano. Ibadan public library is the 
highest utilized public library amongst the three in this study. From April to 

researcher in 1994 were administered to female users of the public libraries 
in Kano, Ibadan and Enugu .  Results from the second study revealed that 
percentage of female readers to their male counter pa _ has risen from 
5.9% in 1994 to 18.24% in 2004. There is also an increase in the number of 

• 

women of no State origin using the library. The second study also showed 
that the Enugu state public library is now the least utilised public library 
amongst those in the study and that library services have worsened in the 

each State Library Board according to the findings of the study. 

Background To The Study: 
The deral Republic of Nigeria is the most populous te in Africa 

FMIC: 2001 . The statistical office of the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Planning gave the 1991 census figure as ,5 ,531 or 50.32% males and 
43,969,960 or .68°/o females, making a grand total of 88,514,501 .  The 
National Population Commission presented the 2006 census figures as 
140,003,542 m i l l ion,  consisting of 71,709,859 or 5 1 . 2 2  % males and 
68,293,583 0r 48.77% females NPC: 2007% 
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of public library utilization bet ween males and 
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Literature Review: • 

Edu tion and Social Development: Female Education in Nigeria: 
Like all other developing countries, Nigeria has adopted education as the 

• 

• 

• 

The 1994 research was limited to the study of the utilisation of public 
libraries by females in the Kano, Enugu and Ibadan communities of Nigeria. 
These three communities represente the three main ethnic groups of the 
count i .e .  The Hausas who are also predominantly Muslims no , the 
Yoruba who are a mixture of Muslims and Christians Ibadan an the Igbo 
who are predominantly Christians Enugu • The 2004 research shares this 
l imitation too. 

~ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Research questions: 
1 .  hat is the frequen 

females in Nigeria? 
2. What is the extent of utilization of public libraries by females in Nigeria? 
3. To what extent o demographic variables such as age, religion, marital 

status and levels of education influence the utilization of public libraries 
by females in Nigeria? 

4. To what extent oes goo Ii rary service facilities an con uciveness of · 
the public library influence the utilization of public libraries by females in 
N igeria? 

'  

•  

3. 

2 .  

intended to reveal whether these demographic variables have effect on the 
• 

1 .  To determine the difference in publ ic library utilization e een males 
and females in Nigeria. . 
To determine the extent of pubic library utilization by females in Niger ia 
who differed in terms of their ethnici , age, marital status, religion, 
educational background and avai labi l i of service facilities in the ir 
l ibraries. •  

in these three communities of Kano, Enugu and Ibadan from 1994- 
2004. · · 

%  
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a. Finding out whether demographic factors influence the utilisation of 
public libraries by females in Nigeria. 

b. Establishing whether there were changes in the utilisation of public 
libraries by females in Nigeria from the years 1994 to 2004. 

Identification of population and sample for the study 
In the 1994 research, the population comprised of the female population 

of no numbering 2,773,316 NPC: 1991 , Ibadan with a female population 
of 1,743,069 NPC: 1991 and Enugu had a female population 1,679,050 
NPC: 1991 . One hundred and nine 190 questionnaires were 

administered to female public library users in no, 170 questionnaires to 
female public library users in Ibadan and 170 questionnaires to female public 

In the second research in 2004, the population of females in no had 

• 

order for this information to be released from the silent print, one must have 

subscribe to mode ls of pub l ic libraries as received from the developed 
countries'' Onad iran : 1990 . 

centre for information on a l l  aspe ..; of life, irrespective of the pe of 
medium. Education improves human relations, enhances indivi ual 
efficien and encourages the development of social and cultural life of the 
socie . The above definition is therefore in harmony with the fundamental 

towards self realisation, better human relationship, ind iv idual and national 
development and efficien , national consciousness, and national uni in 
addition to enhanc ing social, cultural, economic, po l itical, scientific and 
technological progress. ''It is apparent therefore that education and libraries 
are not on ly inseparable ut they are in fact, one and the same th ing , 
educational development cannot succeed without the support of good, 
functional libraries'' N :2003 . In the same vein, libraries are virtually 
useless where their communities or part of their communities would not or 
could not use them for any reason. 

Methodology: 
Research technique employed: 

- 
The research design for this study is the survey research method. This 
research was concerned with the following: 
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Table lb 

4" 

• 

Table 2a 

Statistics of users 1-30th March 1994 

Table 2b. 

Statistics of users 1-30th March 2004 

Communi Male Female Total of % Of % Of 

Readers males to females 

total total 

no 8836 1612 10 8 81.76 18.24 
'  

'  

Enu u 1 1 1 1  1085 2196 50.60 49.40 

Ibadan 6301 6952 • 
13253 47.54 52.46 

Communi Male Female Total of % Of % Of 
• Readers males to females 

• 

to I to I 

Kano 1780 112 1892 94.1 5.9 
'  

Enu u 879 711 590 55.29 .71 

Ibadan . 5184 5296 10.480 49.46 50.54 

•  

•  

"The frequen of public library utilisation be een males and females in 
Nigeria'' 

•  

Communities uestionnaires uestionnaires Unusable Total 

Administered Returned used uestionnaires 
•  

Kano 380 380 0 100% 

Enu u 340 340 0 100% 

Ibadan 340 315 25 92.64% 

II. Resul of Research uestions' Tes 
• 

In answering the research questions, frequen istribution of 
responses extracted from the questionnaire results were used. Each of the 

o same research questions' results' are shown together respectively. 
''Frequen of public library utilisation be een males and females in 
Nigeria" 

''Res onse rate or 





least i n  the utilization of public libraries in the 2004 study. 

'' I- ent of influence of age to public library utilization by females in 
Nigeria'' 

Table 4a 

1 9 9 4 .  

Age Rarely - Seldom - Often - Very - Total - 

• 

- 
en 

Fre . % Fre . % Fre c. .  % Fre . % Fre . % 

15-25 12 2.35 21 4 .11 43 8.43 163 31.96 239 46.86 

26-35 09 1.76 12 2.35 57 11 . 17  31 6.07 109 21.37 
•  

36-45 25 4.90 27 5.29 23 4.50 19 3.73 94 18.43 

46+ 28 5.49 20 3.92 11 2 .15 9 1.76 68 13.33 

Total 74 14.50 80 15.67 134 26.25 222 43.52 510 99.97 

'' I- ent of influence of age to public library utilization by females in 
Nigeria?" 

Table 4b 

2004 

Age Rarely - Seldom - en - Very - Total - 

- Often 

Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % 

15-25 
'  

31 3 52 5 451 43.6 182 17.6 716 69.1 

26-35 37 3.6 59 5.7 132 12.8 53 5 . 1  282 27.3 

36-45 19 1.8 11  1 . 1  07 0.7 - - 037 3.6 

46+ - - - - - - - - - 

Total 87 8.4 122 11 .8 590 57.1 235 22.7 1035 100 

category were found to utilize their public library in the 2004 study. 
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Table 6b . 

Table 6a. 

•  

2004 

Edu. Rarely - Seldom - Often - Very - Total - 

Background 
Often 

- Fr % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % Fr % 
• 

. 

Prim Sec. 11 2.14 18 3.43 73 4.31 94 19.41 196 29.43 

D i 1 loma 28 5.49 38 7.45 96 18.82 107 20.00 269 57.76 

UnGrad. 16 3.13 13 2.54 OS 0.98 03 0.58 37 7.45 
.  

Po Grad. 04 0.78 03 0.58 01 0.19 0 0 08 1.56 

Total 59 11.54 72 14.00 175 24.30 204 39.99 510 100 

1994 
Table 7a. 

•  

" E  ent of influence of Educational background to 
by females in Nigeria" 

- 

The extent of library utilization of single females in 1994 was 73.13% of 
the total respondent. In 2004 the percentage of single female library users 
had increased to 84.54%. There were also more married women utilizing 
public libraries in 2004 than in 1994. 

1994 

Marital Rarely - ldom - en - Very - Total - 

tus Often 
- 

- Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % 

Sin le 46 4.4 59 5.7 475 45.9 295 28.5 875 4.54 

Marrie 09 0.9 17 1.6 112 10.8 22 2 .1  160 15.46 

Others -- - - - - - - - - - 

Total 55 5.3 76 7.3 587 56.7 317 30.6 1035 100 

" E  tent of influence of marital status in library utilisation by females in 
Nigeria?'' 

Marital Rarely - Seldom - Often - Very - Total - 
Status Often 

- Fre % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % Fre . % 

Sin le 78 15.29 97 19.01 162 31.76 36 7.05 373 73.13 

Married 28 5.49 26 5.09 12 2.35 07 1.37 73 14.31 
.  

Others 10 1.97 13 2.54 25 4.89 16 3.13 64 12.54 

Total 116 22.75 136 26.64 199 39.00 59 11.55 510 100 

'':: ent of influence of marital status in library utilization by females in 
Nigeria?'' 
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o re • 0 
o 

• • • •  

ano 
nu u - 
a an 

•  

IV 

2004 
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Research Findings 
i .  Be een 1994 and 2004 there was a remarkable improvement in 

public library services in Kano state 
During the same period, there was deterioration in the public library 
services in Enugu state. . 
Percentage of female readers to their male counterparus had risen in al l 
three libraries in the years 1994-2004. This rise was more pronounced 
in Kano where the percentage of female users was just 5.9% of the 
male users in 1994 but had risen to 18.24% in 2004. . 
There was a fall in the number of older females using pub l ic libraries, 
from 31.76% in 1994 to 3.6% in 2004. 

v. There was a rise in the number of younger women aged 15-35 using 
public libraries from 68.24% in 1994 to 96.4 in 2004 in the three 
libraries. 

Table Ba shows that in 1994, over 75% of female library users in Kano did 
not use their l ibrary 'often' or 'very often' because of the unavailab i li of 
good service or unconduciveness of their public library. Public library 

unavai lab i l i of good service. 
The result in 2004 revealed a great contrast to what was obtained in 

environment. Enugu in 2004 had the highest unsatisfied female l ibrary 
users with 67.93% of their total female l ibrary users comp laining of poor 
l ibrary services or library un-conduciveness discouraging them to utilize their 
libraries as often as they would want to. Ibadan, which scored the first place 

after Kano in the 2004 study. 
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