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INTRODU ON 

communi . School libraries are to enrich the school curriculum through the 

resources for enhanced litera and high learning achievement, promote a 
reading culture and critical thinking skills in the students. 

School libraries serve the teachers and the students of a given school or 
school districts. In the process of serving its communi , it performs three 
basic functions which are; 
i .  Selection of relevant materials for the different courses offered in that 

• 

school 
Acquisition of selected materials 

i i i .  Organization of the materials 

• • 
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THE ROLE OF EFFE E COLLE ON DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
NMENT OF SCHOOL LIB RY'S GOA 

• 

The first role of the library is to select the materials that would be added 
to its collection. Beginning with the most ancient libraries, the role of the 
l ibrar ian has been to determine which documents would be added to the 
l ibrary's collection-and therefore, preserved for future generations. 

Selection is an act of choosing or picking from among a set of th ings Kirk 
Patrick, 1985 . Selection connotes the power of choice and when this occurs, 

of available information materials. Poli is the objective and mandate of the 
parent body of an organization or the communi it is meant to serve. 

S ince no l ibrary can possibly conta in al l  information produced by its 
socie , the librarian must relate each document to the needs of its parent 
commun i and select only those that are of greatest interest to that 
communi . The process, which we now call collection development, dates 
back to ant iqu i . 

Concept of Colle ion Development 

• 
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VI.  

•  

I  .  
• •  

I I  .  
• • •  

I I I .  

i v .  S u b j e c cs  and levels or courses that should be of priorit ; 
v. The pes of materials that should not be selected on the ground of 

i m m o r a l i t y,  inaccuracv of f a. us ,  biased and prejudiced treatment of 
controversial topics, etc. 

• 

school in order to be able to build a balanced collection. The librarian should 
also have some knowledge of the interest and abilities of both the present 
and the potential users. He should be able to determine these through a 
study of the users. The information gathered through the survey w i l l  form 
the basis for preparing a selection poli . The school librarian should have an 
in-depth knowledge of the school curriculum. 

Seleccion Poli 
In the case of a school, the initiative to formulate a selection poli 

should come from the school librarian in collaboration with the 
• 

adequately reflect the objectives, nature and activities of the school it 
serves. 

hat is Sele ion Poli 
•\ 

A poli can be defined as a statement of mission, designed to put ones 
thoughts and objectives together. From the point of view of collection 

- 

development, poli is a statement of mission as to how a library or 
information centre inten s to develop its collection. It is a set of principles 
and guide l ines deliberately put together by the library management so as to enhance the task of build ing a library's collection. A Collection Development Poli cannot exist in a vacuum but must be put in the larger context of the 

appropriate aut rities within that particular organizational set up, for example, Library Acquisition Committee. However, the p ol i c y  m u s t  be clearly 
to serve as a repository of accumula ... ted knowledge. The objective set out for 
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In principle, it is the professional librarian who is qualified to make library 
selections, but in practice, the librarian is assisted by a number of people as 
mentioned earlier in this paper. 

Other sources that should be consulted y the librarian for selection are; 
1 .  Newspapers/Magazine book reviews 
2 .  Publishers Catalogues 
3 .  Scholarly Journals 

Book Sele ion Aids 
Various sources are available to the librarian or teacher librarian in 

selecting materials for the Library. 
Established titles of selection aids inc lude: 
1 .  Boo in Print 
2. British B o ok s  in Print 
3 .  Cumulative Book Index 
4. Subject Guide to Boo in Print 
5.  Publishers Trade List 
6. 'hitakers Cumulative Book List 
7. African B o ok s  in Print 
8. National Bibliography of Nigeria 

Although it is difficult to get the curr nt issues of the above selection 

the current list of literary materials published on annual basis. 
It is worthy to note that many publishers, vendors, antiquarian book 

dealers, boo tores have begun to offer their services and publications 
through the internet with new companies appearing each day. In addition to 
the usual descriptions found in publishers' catalogs, such sites often include 
review of the wor _ listed. 

Periodicals' Sele ion Aids 
There are a number of bibliographies that help librarians in the selection 

of periodicals literature. These include : 
1 .  Ulrich's International Periodical Directory 
2. Union List of Serials in the Libraries of United States and Canada 
3. New Serials Titles 
4. Nigerian File of International Standard for Serials Numbers ISSN 

Two basic bibliographies used in the selection of reference materials are: 
1 .  Gu ide to reference boo by Sheehy, E . P.  
2 .  Walford's gu ide to reference materials. 
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The procedure for gift collection, sometimes, involves making selections 
from lists of titles by donors, while many items sometimes drift into the 
library without any request on the part of the library. The most i m p or t a n t  
thing is that, git must be limited to what the library can use. The National 
Library of Nigeria has been performing the function of distributing book to 
school libraries but mostly on request. This is another way school librarians 
can increase their collections. 

ensure that what the vendor supplied is exactly what was ordered . 

s to consider include: 
•• Reputation of publisher 
•!• Date of publication 
•!• The qua I i of paper material 
•• The print 
·- Il lustrations/photographs 
• Table of content and index 

Processing Of Materials . 
Materials are sorted out into their various categories like monographs, 

ser ials and non-book materials. These materials are recorded in various 
notebooks meant for each pe of material noting their authors, and date of 
pub l ication . 

Ser ials are recorded in the Kalamazoo which is a book keeping system 
that uses simultaneous recording with different forms placed on top of each 
other interlaced with carton sheets for recording serial publications. 

In the case of monographs, further brand ing is made with the accessions 
stamp on the impr int page of the monograph and accession number given on 
the same page. A register is also made avai lable where the accession 
number of each volume of book is recorded. Information about each 
monograph is ped on the evaluation s l ip. The information includes; p lace of 
publication, pub l isher, year of publication, edition, vo lumes, series, dealer, 
price and number of copies. 

The origina l copy of the evaluation slip is fi led in the publisher 's cabinet 
under the name of each publisher. This is done to keep a record of the titles 
purchased from a particular publisher; to avoid dup l ication of titles; to have 
an idea of the price of titles, in case they w i l l  be purchased again; and, to 

ow the number of titles purchased earlier. 
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Recommendations: 
•  For proper functioning of the School Libra , the following 

recommendations shoul be taken into consideration. 
The school library personnel should have proper training in Library 

Science and posses skills such as information skills, selection skills, 
acquisition skills and be well informed on Audio visual materials. Opeke 

1 9 9 4 ,  mentioned three main areas where the school librarian needs 
• 

competence. These are: Librarianship, management and ·evaluation skill to 
allocate materials in the most efficient and productive way. The librarian 

an integral part of lives of the school children. It is necessary for the 
l ibrarian staff of the school library to always attend courses w o r\ s h o p s  

•  

,t  

development in schools. 

Whatever are the results of the evaluation, the result must be weighed in 

and the nature of the gaps revealed. 




