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INTRODU ON 

The whole world is saddled with the responsibili of finding lasting 
•  

solutions to crises of hunger, war, illitera , poor health, to mention just a 
few. All these vices ave been constituting hindrances to human 

•  

development. The search for relevance in life has been the ultimate pursuit 

person from realising and maximizing his potentials in his her quest to live a 
very meaningful life. The human survival ingredient which includes good 
nutrition, clothing, shelter, energy, transport, health, education and 
recreation is lacking in many cases. 

can adopt the best survival strategy, which will enable them and their 
•  

families to keep going even during reme hardship. Information will make . 
people to under nd their environment better, learn new skills and be able 
to make well informed decisions about their lives. The onus r e: es  on the 
libraries and librarians to use their professional skills to facilitate access to 

potentials and lead productive lives. 

•  
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constituencies. It also highl ights the effo put in place by the Nigerian 
Library Association in building new frontiers for libraries and librarians in 
N igeria . 
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Information-and Communication Technologies in Nigerian 
Libraries 

opportunities to streamline and broaden library services, providing users 

elsewhere. 
The present democratic administration has put in place an enabling 

environment. This is due to the fact that Nigeria, though a developing nation 
has understood the role of science and technology in national development 
plans. The embracing of the arid Summit on Information Socie SIS in 
Nigeria has greatly omoted integration of I s in national development 
plans, resulting in commendable developments. Fadeyi 2006 dwells 
extensively on the liberalization of telecommunication systems, launching of 
the Nigerian satellites and also the Information technology poli . 

to find Nigerian libraries flooded with computers and internet facilities, but 
how well have librarians been able to make the maximum and effective use 
of these information resources? ith al l these facilities, have librarians been 

platform for simpli ing and integrating services that can allow users to find 
and get materials? Have librarians been able to establish or discover new 

owledge? 
Honest answers to these questions cannot exactly be given. The 

to look inwards and determine what w o r! s  and what does not work in the 





• 

• 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION STI _TEGIES FOR NIGEL, AN 
LIB ANS 
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meet the needs of patrons. 

Periodic Evaluation of Services: 

to change our strategies if the present framework is not effective. Mintz 

wor hops and seminars on continuing education for information 
professionals. 

Standardization for Automation: 

Standards are to be ensured in automating library services. It is 
necessary to look out for appropriate so are that will preserve library data 
for the purpose of future migration into other library application and also 
check suitabili to library operations. In other words, there is need to 
understand the intricacies of di erent so are and also have abilities to 

• - • - 

for bringing about positive changes in the library operations. 

Patron Libra Relation: 

It will be advantageous to introduce good customer services that could 
promote harmonious relationship be een librarians and users. Librarians 
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• 

'rovision of Libra1 Website: 

o describe the content of the collections and reveal them to potential users, 

Formation of Partnerships: 

Information and Internet Training for Users: 

ow-how. Sherman 2007 observes that the specialized know-how 
belongs to the librarian. Libraries need to guide and educate their users on 
how to find information, regardless of whether it is in book or digital form. 
We need to equip people with skills and means to become information­ 
literate and to enable them locate, access and evaluate information. This is 

the basis for enabling people to participate as active citizens since they nee 
-· 

to make informed choices and decisions and to act on them . 

Conclusion: 
An attempt has been made to look at the issue of empowering library 

users to develop their potentials and capabilities and this cannot be isolated 

profession. 
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