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out as most important: 
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Universif of Ibadan, Library to continue with the functions it had been 
performing under the provision of the publication ordinance of 1950. In 

Depository as well as the publication of a National Bibliography. Subsection 
2 a of section 1 only empowers the Board to assemble, maintain and 

civilization and culture of that country. The existence of this important 

Bibliography of Nigeria. Subsequently, the regional government in the 
country took their turns in enacting their own depository laws for their own 
library boards. The Country at the time, therefore, had the Eastern Regional 
Board Act of 1955; the Western Region had its own provision in 1957, wh i le 
the Northern Nigeria ''Publications Law''was enacted in 1964. 

In 1964, the National Library of Nigeria Act was passed and it established 

Publication Ordinance 
This was the first depository law initiated in Nigeria which came into 

universal ly circulated national bibliography. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF LEGAL DEPOSIT PROVISION IN NIGEI .A 

copies of a l l  publications issued in Nigeria in the Universit of Ibadan library, 
and also in the office of the Chief Secretary to the Government. It 
specifically stipulated that "the publisher of every book produced in N igeria 
shou ld deposit w ithin one month of pub l ication, copies of the book to the 
l ibrarian of the Universil College, Ibadan for preservation. The Universi of 
Ibadan under the leadership of the late Professor John Harris took the 
initiative to comp i le and produce the N igerian publications which formed the 





• 

$ .  g 9 , 6  

ELEMENTS OF LEGAL DEPOSIT SCHEME 
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and for transmission of the national heritage by storing it and making ? 
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determine whether to include it as an item in the legal deposit scheme 

Origin of Publication 

or not be deposited by the publishers, producers, printers or distributors. To 

National Library also involves the Heads of the State Branches a c r e s  

Nigeria written by a Nigerian and published abroad. In the same vein, a 

falls within the legal deposit scheme. 

Comprehensiveness 

of Nigeria cover both print and non-print materials. Effo are made to 
cover any 'pe of library materials regardless of their formats as long as they 
fall w ithin the scope of the materials to be deposited. 

The Depositor 
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• 

IV. 

Publishers who visit the ISBN Agen ISSN Centre to obtain ISBN or 

collection of legal deposit materials in Nigeria. 

iv. Establishment of an effective clerical routine of registration, receipts, 
c h e ck s  and follow-ups. 

•  

i .  Non-challatan attitude of publishers 
i i .  General lack of awareness 
i i i .  Review of the legal deposit law 

•  

bookfairs exhibitions organized in the Country has enabled them to collect 

sends letters of claims and demands to authors and publishers reminding 

Publishers who deposit their materials in the National Library have their 
names listed in the publishers column of the National Bibliography of 
Nigeria NBN . The NBN which is distributed locally and Internationally has 
helped to publicise such publishers outside the shores of Nigeria. 

FA ORS MIL ATING AGAIN COLLE ON OF LEGAL DEPOSIT 
MATE ALS 

Some authors and publishers have been consistent in depositing their 
materials in the National Library of Nigeria, even though full compliance have 
not been achieved by these publishers. This has resulted in inab i l i  of the 
National Library to achieve a comprehensive collection of a l l  the materials 
published in the country for reasons enumerated below: 

Occasional visits of staff to reputable publishing houses, government 
organizations institutions scattered al l  over the country has helped to boost 
the lega l deposit collection . As a way of encouraging Authors Publishers to 
regularly deposit their materials in the National Library, an award was set up 
by the National Library in collaboration with the Nigerian Book Foundation 
for the publisher with highest number of legal deposit materials deposited in 
the National Library in a particular year. The practice, however stopped 
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deposit laws. 
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publishers' interest. 

and Television. . 
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be taken to ameliorate the situation . 

RECOMMENDA 'ONS 
•  

reviewed in line with current realities if it is to achieve esired results. 
For example, the fine imposed on convicte defaulters has become too 

eminence over State laws. 

PENAL' FOR NON-COMPLIANCE 
,  -  :  a  

Under subsection 1 or 2 of the National ibrary Decree, any p ub l i sh e r  
that is guil of an offence and on conviction will be liable to a fine of fi 
pounds 50 N 12,500 and the court which convi .... the publisher may in 
addition order him to deliver to the Director Chief _ ecutive, three 3 copies 
or to pay the value of those copies. Theo ligations impose y this section 

$ 9 9 ,  

fail to deposit are written to comply. 
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CONCLUSION 

to determine the intellectual output of that nation. Collection of legal 
deposit materials is paramount to the preparation of national bibliographies. 
National Libraries' collections, the world over are viewed as the pride of the 
nation. Such collections are usually preserved for posteri and equally seen 
as national monuments. 

So also in Nigeria, without legal deposit materials, compilation of the 
National Library of Nigeria cannot be achieved. It is therefore important 
that a comprehensive collection of legal deposit materials should be 
achieved in al l  its ramifications. It is hoped that the Legal Deposit Division 
wil l  be well funded to enable the division perform its duties effectively. 
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