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INTRODU ION 

existence, one would regard libraries as almost old as history. 
History is the chronicling of events and the study of past events in order 

to throw light on current events and predict what is likely to happen in the 
future. This chronicle of events could be about various experiences; it could 
be about famous personalities, places or organizations. Many write-ups and 
documents that are produced today, such as newspapers, law, edi .... , 
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decrees, pictures, drawings, films and music would be considered valuable 
historical documents now and in the future. 

However, most of these documents and items could be lost in the future, 
since they are either printed on papers, which have a limited life span, or 
they are on digital formats that could become obsolete in a relatively short 
time frame or that they were not kept at all for posteril · The ultimate reason 
for preserving these historical documents is to make them available for the 
use and consultation of generations to come. 

Historical documents are normally found in the libraries, archives and 
museums . Archives are traditionally responsible for the care of historical 
materials, but, that not-with: inding, there are other institutions that 

• 

ABST : 

Historical documents are collections that contain important information 

•  

by the clientele. 

K ords: Historical document, Collections, Archive, Preservation and 
Conservation. 
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The Need for Historical Documen Se ion in the National Libra 
of Nigeria. 

preservation of the national heritage of the nation. Most National Libraries in 

Materials etc. For more details about the archive, you can visit their website 
at: .nigeria.gov.ng archivesindex.htm 

Managing Historical Colle ions 

Historical collections often include photographs, architectural drawings and 
plans, prints, maps, video or audio tapes, films, and most recently electronic 
records. But whatever the pe of records, the professional's task i .e .  The 
archivist or the librarian is to identi the records that have continuing 
usefulness, preserve them and make them accessible through time. In the 
National Library of Nigeria, the historical collections include the materials in 
the Government Documents Division GDD and the newspapers in the 
Serial Division. The Government Documents Division GDD has materials 
such as Federal Government Official Gazettes, Supplementary Gazettes, 
Laws of the Federation, Nigerian Constitution, Colonial Materials, Regional 
Materials, Speeches of the States' Governors or President and other 
historical documents. 

These materials are acquired through the Legal Deposit Act and their 
processing is done at the National Bibl iographic Control Department NBCD . 
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supervised environment. 
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Others are: 
1 The nature of modern book, due to high acidic content of its paper, 

2 

countries. 

Mechanical wear and tear of boo , and mishandling of library materials 
by the users. 

materials, and lack of awareness of the deteriorating condition of library 
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5 

resources. 
6 T h et es ,  which have historically defied solutions, despite the chaining of 

the b o ok s  to the d e sk s  during medieval p e r i ou .  
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Historical documents if not properly managed and preserved, will 
definitely not serve the purpose for which they are acquired; hence, 
preservation of the materials. 

The American Institute for Conservation 1999 defines preservation as: 
''The protection of cultural prope through activities that 
minimize chemical and physical deterioration and damage 
and that prevent loss of informational content. The primary 
goal of preservation is to prolong the existence of cultural 
prope ." 

policies and options for conservation treatments. Eve institution that has a 

and conservation of libraries' materials. These include: 
•  

I  

ii Middle programme level 

1. 

1993 referred to as "every-day book care'' which consists of: 
i, Cleaning the l ibrary and the book stock . 
• •  

1 1  





@ 9 $ '= 

- • • - 

. - • • •  

:  •  •  

documents . 

• 

VI 

book or document into a useable condition. Lamination provides 
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included in the historical collections can also be digitized or 
microfilmed. 

preserved in the same way. However, the library can still consider the aspect 
of microfilming if it deems it necessary. The National Library of Nigeria is 
already engaged in the minimal, middle and full scale programme of 
preservation; but more efforts should be enforced to achieve the desired 
goals. 

Preservation of Photographic and Audio Materials 
Among the materials collected and organized by the educational and the 

research institutions are photographs, which are most treasured and heavily 
used . Photographs are extremely sensitive to moisture, heat, l ight and 

Photographic prints and fi lms should be packaged in an enclosure such as 

purposes, Photographs could be digitized and placed on the web for on-line 

a professional photographic conservator. 
Non-print materials also require special care. According to Harvey 

can obscure the images . The microfilm and the microfiche tools should be 
c leaned regu larly to prevent scratchi . Care should be taken to handle the 
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.nedcc.org pioics. lessonl.htm. Retrieved 

Nigerbiblios Vol. 18 Nos. 1 & 2, Jan. - Dec., 2007 59 
• 

Terminology'' http. 
on 7 20 2006. 
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at the Pan-African Conference in Nairobi on Preservation and 
Conservation of Library and Archival Materials, 21st - 25th June. 

org,'p ioks lesson2 .htm. 

edition . New York; Lexicon Publications, Inc. 
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the Conservation of Cultural Heritage, June Gabon. 
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