
• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

' 

' 

• 

BABAFEMI, G . 0 .  and ADEDIBU, L.O. 
UNIVERS OF ILO N LIB RY. 

Nigerbiblios Vol. 18 Nos. 1 & 2 ,  Jan. - Dec., 2007 23 
• 

• 

APPLI ON OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY TO CIRCU ON 
SUBSYSTEM OF THE FEDE L UNIVERS OF AG CULTURE, 

ABEOKUTA, 

• 

• • 

Introdu ion 
•  

services. In spite of the aroused interest in the technology, some of our 
academic libraries are yet to computerize their services. This is not 

• 

Abstra : 
• 

In 

and administered to ten 10 professional librarians in the circulation section 

was performed to test the librarians' views as regards reasons for 
automation. 

The study observed the arouse interest of Ii rarians and library users in 

identifies reasons for the library automation, including improved services, 
Nigerian Universi Commission's NUC's directive and universit poli in 
this order among others. Values attached to such reasons are however 
observed to vary significantly from one to another. hindrance to the 

• 

maintenance of equipment. To alleviate the problems, recommendations 
were provided. 
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1 

Federal Universi of Agriculture, Abeokuta. 
2 To assess the extent of automation in the circulation section of the 

library. 
3 To identi t number and pe of staff available in the section of the 

library. . 
4 

circulation subsystem. 
5 

• 

Justification for the study 
One of the usefulness of automated systems in libraries is provision of 

the aroused interests of many researchers who have carried out studies on 
library automation. However, rather than examining the importance, use 

platform upon which the use of computer technology in circulation section 
is assessed. It also serves as an eye-opener for the need to do the same for 
other sensitive sections of the library. 

the technology need certain encouragements, assistance or modification to 
enhance effectiveness and efficien in the use of the technology. 

The study also arouses interest in more research endeavour in the area 
of library automation especially in the remaining subsystems. All the above 
are in addition to contributing to the existing literature on the subject matter. 

Literature Review 
Before library automation, cataloguing procedures were done manually 

using the Anglo American Cataloguing Rules CR 11  ,  The Library of 
Congress LC Classification Schedules and Subject Head ings Schemes or 
Dewey Decimal Classification Schemes DOC Reference . But as time 
went by, the advent of automated system transformed the manua l 
cataloguing to MARC es and on boo as the cata loguing In Publication 
CIP prepared by the Library of Congress in the United States are made 

ava i lable. 
Library automation, according to Gupta 1977 is a process of converting 

existing library services and practices to electronic-based media that ensures 
better performance with higher speed and greater cost effectiveness. 

operation where there are many users to attend to. It will also allow units to 
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as well as chi-square. 

Results 

issues as pe of so are being used, personnel and activities at the section 

study as a whole. The few professional librarians of the circulation section of 

overdue items; personalize messages, overdue notice, recall and reservation 

services will also be more efficient. 

Research Methodology 

specific items, circulate them efficiently, carry out al l  the checkings, 

possibili of knowing the daily circulation report which tells the status of 
every book that is not on the shelves. 

Summari ly, therefore, the automated circulation control subsystem 

increases consistencv in the system operation; improve response time for 
queries and other functions. He notes that automated circulation control 

the "services centre of the library" Other si m il a r  a dv a n t a g e  of the automated 

problem does not arise as it helps to save both library staff and users' time. 

checking for possible hold request. 
It has been observed, however, that a lot of time is wasted in carrying out 
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So are in the Libra 
The so are being used in the library, as revealed in this study, was 

NLIB which was later changed to G SS. The change of the so are is 
observed here to be an improvement on the system as the former so are 
does not have such facilities as bar-code reader and user's photographs 
scanner which are available in G SS. 

convinced of the most appropriate so are to stick to. 

Discharging of Books on Loan 
On the number of boo ... that can be discharged on loan in a day using 

automated circulation system, the study finds that an average of be een 21 
and 23 b o ok s  can be discharged in a day. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
It has been observed that the use of computer technology in the 

Abeokuta and al l  other libraries in general is inevitable for effective and 
efficient performance of the subsystem and that of the l ibrary system in 
general. 

The automated circulation subsystem of the library studied here has 

whole and perhaps other libraries wishing to or that are just introducing the 
technology. It is therefore hoped that the management of the library would 
take al l  necessary measures to ensure that such inadequacies as sho ge 
of computers, inappropriate and or constant change of so are, poor 
funding, etc are addressed. 
To this end, the following suggestions are offered: 
1 .  Library automation is a capital project. It is therefore, worth any 

amount spent on it. Universi administration should endeavour to 
provide enough fund for library automation. If this is done, the library 
can generate fund for the universi through internet searches to users, 
CD ROM searches, online inter-library loans services at reasonable 
charges. 

2. Alumni association and friends of libraries should also be involved in 
sourcing funds for the library. 

number are in use. The observation here is inadequate supply of 
• 

, for each staff member to be attached to one. The shortage as revealed from 
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