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Abstra 
The paper examines the basic procedures for acquisition and processing 

of l ibrary materials. It discusses problems that militate against acquisition for 

maximum benefits in l ibraries and proffers some recommendations 

Introdu ion 

Acquisition is the procurement of l ibrary materials either by Purchase, 
g i e  and exchange or Legal Deposit into the Library Adedibu, 1989 . 
Acquisition concerns a l l  the processes involved in bui lding up the collection 
of a library. It involves selection, ordering, purchase, soliciting for gifts or 
exchanges. The principles of acquisition are simi lar to that of selection 
except in terms of coverage. Acquisition is a laid down principle stating what, 
who, how and where materials can be acquired for the Library Adedibu, 
1989 

Acquisition is a very important aspect of Librarianship since the qual i  

acquired. The Acquisition Librarians therefore have a tremendous role to 

research materials that would be useful to academic staff, students and the 
general populace. 

enormous to both the library and the users. The library wil l have credibili 
and authorit , while the users wil l  always find answers to their queries. 

Acquisition Methods 

methods used by most Libraries are enumerated below: 

Purchase 
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consideration before acquisitions are made . 

Criteria for Acquisition of Libra Materials 
1. Purpose of Libra Libra Clientele: 
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good relevant Library collection, tailor-made to the needs, interests and 
dream of the communi the libraries serve Merritt 1970 . No matter what 

acquisition poli of any given Library solely de ends on the aims and 
objectives of the library. There are materials, which are absolutely 

•  

Internal Generation 
Written works by individuals within a communi or an organization can 

be given to their libraries to ad to the library stock. Some libraries have it as 
a poli that staff must deposit certain number of copies of their publications 
to their parent organizations over a certain period of time. 

The Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research NISER expe 
its staff to produce at least one research report in a year and such a work is 
normally sponsore . In every year the library can always project the number 
of NISER Publications that w i l l come into the Library Agbaje, 2001 . 

Acquisition Policies 
Acquisition being a technical service is aimed at developing an updating 

A. Title for title: This means that you give whoever gives a title another 
title. 

b. Journal for Journal: Giving out a Journal on receipt of a Journa l . 
c. Cost for Cost: You cost whatever you receive and return materials 

worth the same cash equivalent. 

libraries and each partner outlines its profile and what it can offer. The 

• 
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of a material and those, which limit the materials' effectiveness as a vehicle 
of communication. 

acquisition of a material:- 
A. Format: Oversized b o ok s  suffer the serious disadvantage of being more 

and hea use. Pocket-sized books are more likely to be stolen. 

B. in:  

binding tears. • 

C. Illustrations: Good photography can enhance the qual i  of a book but 
are rarely a crucial factor. Also, it makes it easier to understand the te» • 

D. Currency of title: Attention should be paid to dates of pub l ication. This 
is because newer materials are l ike ly to have more recent research 
find ings, serve as update to the older materials, and are more authentic. 
In some policies, oo that are more than three years are not acquired 
except for some professional s u b j et .  such as Medical Science materials. 

E. Controversial titles: Efforts shou ld be made not to acqu ire 
controversial materials which some quarters m ight find offensive. The 
l ibrary clientele should be studied and their interests protected. Materials 

F. Index: The absence of an index l imits a book's scope and rules out its 
use as a reference tool Sp i l ler 1980 . Therefore, releasing a book 

from examinat ion of the book itself. 

price of materials shou ld also be considered. 

H. Space: The l ibrary space should also be considered. There will be no 
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Librarians have often been faced with problems of balancing 

interest. It also shows the problem they encounter in the library. ith 

Nigerbiblios Vol. 1 8  Nos. 1 & 2, Jan. - Dec. 2 0 0 7  7 

equipment Otubelu, 2005 . 
Nevertheless, computerization of acquisition functions offers many 

times, there is power outage and when the system reaks  down, spare 
pa for replacement may not be easily available Otubelu, 2005 . The 

. , 

clients.' 

A ual SURVEY: 
This survey concentrates on the actual users of the library and shows 

computer, and other records such as performance analysis of the various 
book vendors in the case of b o ok s  acquired through purchase can 
equally benefit. Automation can help in fund control as well as 
generation and dissemination of repo _ Olanlokun, 1993 . List of items 
required and accession list can be printed. 

however found to comp lement each other as we find that a book in high 
demand is seen to be a book of good qua I i . 

3. Funds Management: 

alternative means of satis ing his information needs if he is unable to 
find a part icular book on the shelf. Therefore, a library's meager 
acquisition budget should be used to procure mu ltip le copies of essential 
book rather than single copies of a l l  boo . 

4. Automated Acquisition: 
In this era of information technology, acquisition librarians in 
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work in the field Eguavoen, 2002 . 

Lack Of Resource Personnel: 
Most times l ibraries lack qualified subject acquisition l ibrarians. There 

often has been a devastating effect on the qualit and relevance of the 

who have ideas about each field and how relevant such materials will be to 

departments in his charge. This arms him well enough to become capable of 
acquiring suitable materials. 

Subject specialization amongst librarians had triggered off much debate 

activities. But experience has shown that it rather enhances the librarians' 
work as they perform as experts in their fie lds. 

Recommendations: 

N igerian libraries need urgent review of the ir acquisition policies. T is is 

• user communi . 

ach ieving access to electronic formats. It should be realized that the success 

statistics for routine records, and the abi l i  to analyze collections and to 
form cost projections. 

Finally, due to l imited financia l  provisions, libraries should make more 
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