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HAT IS IT? 
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2.0 HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF THE ORLD SUMMIT ON 
INFORMATION SOCIE SIS 

concept of SIS within a short time. I found out that a Literature Review 

1 . 1  The Concept of Global Village 
The concept of the global village came about as resources of the super- 
powers were combined electronically and ne orked through the use of the 
Internet in a orldwide eb . This has consequently gotten rid of 
the hitherto problem of time and space. 

lt is the joy of most developing countries to make needed information 

to note that information itself does not confer power but rather it is the 
possibi l i  of the control of the flow and processing of Information that affords 
one the opportuni to have the preserve of power. 

As people are becoming more information consc ious, more information is 
being generated, acquired and stored. Developed societies are moving from 
post- industr ia l  age to an information age where informat ion plays a 
predominant role in governance , economics, bus iness and every day life. It 
is interesting to note that in the developed societies ava i labi l i  of information 

• 

is taken for granted, where required information is packaged and granted 
fast to persons and organizations. The opposite is the case in the developing 
countr ies , where information is the preserve of the elite whi le necessary 
information is hoarded and jealously guarded .  However, both deve loped 
.and deve loping countries are bound to be richer and more developed as 
people utilize information for everyday l iv ing . 

• 

•  

THE ORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIE 
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1 . 0  INTRODUCTION 
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was done by Steve Cis ler both on-l ine and in books He found out that in 

and Answers'' and it was dated as far back as 1978 .  The Book was a 

'  

by some invited Scholars on the hot topic of ' ' Information Socie : Issues 
and Answers", 
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The impl icat ion is that the L ibrary profession made a forecast of the impact 

before now. However, only a few outside the profession knew this fact. 
We expect, as L ibrar ians ,  that the f inal  product of the World Summi t  on 
Information Society wi l l  res u lt in a  hu g e n u m b e r  of r eso u rces  f lo w in g  int o  
l ibrar ies a l l  over the ar id .  We th u s can save o t h e rs th e i r  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  
by what we knew 27 years a g o .  
There are  two major e vents that cou l d  be seen  a s  t he bas i c  fou n dat i o n  th a t  
l e d  to t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  of t h e  W S I S  p l a n .  T h e s e  are - :  

•  

A  conference  of the Internat i onal Telecom m u n i c a t i ons  U n i o n 
I T U  h e l d  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s  i n  1 9 9 8 ,  w h i c h  c a me u p  w i t h  

" R e s ol u ti o n  73 a s k i n g  th is pert inen t  q ues t ion  : -  
' ' Is an agenda of ho ld in g  a World S u m m i t  o n  t h e  I nfo r m a t ion  
Soc iety  on the ag enda of the United N a t i ons  A dm i n i s t rat iv e  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o -  o r d i n a t i o n ,  w i t h  a  vi ew to meet ing the 
necessary conditions for holding sub a  summit before the next 
Conference?" 

The C iv i l  Soc iety held  a Conference in Bamako in  yea r  2000 
and came up with a Bamako Declara t ion 2000, propos ing  the 

to confirm the 2001 reso lution. This Resolut ion invited Countries to get 

The Internat ional Te lecommunications Union ITU headquarters in Geneva 

year 2003 in Geneva. - . 

2.1  The United Nations Resolution 

•  
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4.0 HO DOES IT ORK? 

two framework documents. These are: 
The Declaration of Principles 

A declaration using ethical principles and Codes of Conduct that 

Socie1 in Place. 

The focus of the Information Socie Summit is not technical in nature. It is 

information. 
On the other hand,  being inter-connected cannot solve the entire problems 
of the world today. There are thus a number of pertinent posers which the 
International Community needs answers to:- 
v hat values do we embrace to ensure that the information socie 

becomes a vehicle for democracy, justice, equity and equality? 
v hat about the respect for the right of indiv iduals and different 

cultures? 
v How can the information society help social development ,  the 

emancipat ion of the indiv idual and collective prosperity? 
v hat is the role of communication in shap ing the future of the socie 

we want to build? 
v How do we value the differences be een cultures and build a united 

g loba l socie ? 
v How do we give culture the space and v ision necessary in order to 

be involved in collective dynamics of change? 

These and many more questions are what the arid Summit on Information 
Society launched out to address. The impo nt th ing we should a l l  note is 
that every individual is relevant to the summit . And a l l persons are free to 

3.0 HAT THEN 15 THE ORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIE 
AND HAT DOES IT STAND FOR? 

S I S  i s  a  orld Summit  on Informat ion Society organized by the 
International commun ity to take p lace in two phases .  

•  Phase I :  he ld 8th -12th December, 2003 in Geneva , Sw itzerland . 
· Phase 1 1 :scheduled to come up 16th -18th November, 2005 in 

Tunis. 
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The Plan of Action 

• 

• 

steps to be taken by the Countries of the South just as the Countries 
in the North so that al l  can benefit in an equal manner from the new 

fact that the Geneva Phase of the summit was expected to have 
approved the two documents ment ioned above.  So for us as 

references were made to Libraries and Librarians e wi l l  consider 
this issue later . It is very necessary to convince and persuade the 
decision-makers of the relevance of l ibraries. 

-  
•  

Inter-governmental organizations 
International and Reg ional Institutions 
None Governmental Organizations NGOs , including IF ... 
library associations 
Civil Socie 
The Private Sector 
Etc. 

• 

I 

5.0 WHO IS THIS SUMMIT MEANT FOR? 

iii' Evaluation 

It is expected that the fina l phase of the summ it com ing up in Tunis in 
2005 w i l l  measure the progress made on the act ion plans agreed in 
Geneva ,  dur ing the December 2003 summit .  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

As mentioned ear lier, every human be ing, no matter wh ich country he/she 
comes from, is relevant in the process. It goes without saying, therefore, 
that this inc ludes you and I .  The fo l low ing are however penciled down as 
participants: 
. ·  All relevant UN Bodies 
· ICT Task force 

• 
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6.0 THE PREPA TORY PROCESS FOR THE SUMMIT 
To ensure that all people hear and get involved, the preparatory process 
involved o mechanisms. 
On one hand , there were regional conferences as follows: 
Bamako, Mali , ., - May 2002 
Bucharest, Romania , - November 2002 

·- 
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Pre-com meetings were held before the Geneva 

2010.  
To improve connectivi for institutions that are accessible 
to the public, such as Schools, Universities, Libraries, Post 
Offices, Community Centers, Museums etc. 
All Stakeholders should support the diverse ne arks of 

countries that plan to develop their own information and 
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7.0 ROLE AND POSITION OF LIB RIES IN THE ORLD SUMMIT 

Ross Shimon the former Secretary General of IFLA wrote an article on the 
"Role and position of Libraries: World Summit on the Information Society''. 
The article is posted on the Internet. 

•  

http:// w. if la .ora.sa/ i i i/wsis a.  html 
The art ic le was conc lus ive that Librar ies have a definite role to play in the 

orld Summ it  on Information Society. She quoted Ted Hughes 1997 who 
wrote that :- 

"Even the most misfit chi ld who 's chanced upon the L ibrary's 
worth ,  sits with the genius of the earth and turns the key to 
the whole world" 

A cursory look at a comp i lation by I FLA a lso reveals that there were only 
e ight 8 references made to the role o L ibraries in the S IS Draft Plan 
of Action, version 22 of August 2003. 
This document can be accessed on: - 

preparatory Committee 
Summit .  

The first Pre-Com meeting was concerned with procedural matters, while 
the second concentrated on the dec laration of pr incip les and p lan of draft 
proposals. 

Because the degree of involvement of Civil Society was only al lowed through 
NGOs l ike IFLA, the degree of part icipation by the Civi l  Soc iety was not 
adequate enough to address that problem. As a result of this the Civil Society 

had to create an International C ivil Socie Bureau dur ing the 2nd meeting. 

•  

•  
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governance. A modest level of investment in new 
•  

technology, training and,  above a l l ,  content provision, could 

sufficient capaci to provide assistance to users, in  
l ibrar ies ,  educat ional Institut ions, pub l ic  administrat ions 
and other pub l ic  p laces.  
Creation and development of Pub l ic  L ibrary Service, 
adapted to the digital  era should be supported. 
Des ign specific training programmes in the use of ICTs 
and revise Library schools and other training programmes 
curricula for content, for orkers Stakeholders and other 

•  

professionals such as Archivists, l ibrar ians,  scient ists, 
teachers, journal ists and other media workers. 
Develop national pol icies and laws to ensure that l ibraries, 
archives, museums and other cultural institutions can play 
their  ful l role of providing the needed content. This 
includes the roles played by traditional knowledge­ 
providers in the information societ , more particularly by 
providing cont inued access to recorded information . 
Deve lop an international framework for the preservat ion 
of dig ital her itage, includ ing deve lop ing systems for 
ensur ing cont inued access to archival dig ital information 
and mu lt i-med ia content and support archives and l ibraries 
as the memory of human k ind .  

•  
•  

•  
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I F L,  STAND: 

I F' L,  is of the view that the 2015  dead l ine for meeting targets is too far 
away. She also notes that fund ing mechanisms are yet to be identified. 

e thus need to have a sense of urgency and set closer and real izable 
deadlines. A rapid and high return on a modest investment wil l be beneficiary 
if we build on the existing global L ibrary Ne ork. Both big and small Libraries 
are- found in most Commun it ies throughout the arid. The following roles 

are penci led down:­ 

V 

ass ist and train users throughout the world in the ir own languages .  

affordable Internet bandw idth .  

4 1 e  
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IFLA was not even represented at the procedural Prep-Com 1 .  She 
was however present in both Prep Com 2 and 3. There, 8 members 
operated on a shift basis throughout the duration of the o-weeks 

•  

meeting. 
To ensure that the voices of Librarians are heard IFLA formed 
all iances and partnerships with other organizations e .g .  
·  International Council on Archives ICA 
· International Publishers Association IPA 
IFLA produced a series of position documents to aid anyone who is 
participating in the arid Summit on Information Socie either at 
local, regional or even international levels . The documents are copy- 

• 

available on http:// . ifla.orq/11 1/wsis .html . 

UNESCO. IFL invited Mr. Adama Sammasekou, President of the 
WSIS Preparatory Committee to address IF members at I F L  

I F L  2003 Conference also held an open session devoted to the 
orld Summit. . 
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We therefore need a five-year programme to strengthen Librar ies, such 
that they can show considerable progress by the time that the Tunis 2005 
phase of the summit comes up .  IFLA had no cho ice thus ,  it had to act fast 
to remedy the situation. 

8.0 WHAT HAS IFLA CONTRIBUTED TO WSIS SO FAR? 

v Provid ing low cost or free access to h igh qua l i ty informat ion ,  
resources for t ra in ing and deve lopmen t ,  and  mechan i sms for 

•  •  

st imulat ing the creat ion of local ,  cultural and l ingu is t ic content . 
v Kay Raseroka Pres iden t  of IFLA drawing on her life exper iences 

in Botswana in South Africa is  wel l aware of the need for ch i ldren 
and young adu l t s  i n  the deve lop ing  wor ld to have access to 
knowledge just as the i r  counterparts in the deve loped countr ies. 

v Kay is a lso aware of the health cha l lenges faced throughout the 
world especia l ly HIV/AIDS ep idem ic in Sub-Saharan African .  She 
said that we see our young ones d ie  prematurely w ithout access to 
informat ion .  

v Aga in ,  if we wa i t  for the 2 0 1 5  dead- l ine to ensure worldw ide access 
to information then another generat ion wi l l  be dead ,  hence we need 
to g ive the requ i red informa t ion to the commun i t ies now and 
whenever they need it .  

•  
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Another statistics revealed that there are 1 . 1  trillion loan transactions in 

and short of it is that I FL ,  came up with a communique whi stated that:- 
The Nations of the world should support and extend the 

make available and preserve knowledge and cultural heritage, 

8 . 1 . 1  IFL, 'SIS PREPA TORY CONFERENCE TAGGED "LIBI RIES 
AT THE HEART OF INFORMATION SOCIETY: PRELUDE TO THE 
WORLD SUMMIT' '  

•  

I  

on the ' 'Role of l ibraries in the Information Society''. 

e 

www.ifla.orq/l l l/wsis toolkit .html · 
f · I  FLA contributed proposals for inclusion in the Draft Declaration of 

Princip les and draft Action Plans.  
g 

Librarian's in  Prep Com 3 and the actual summit itself. 
h 

summit ,  to h igh l igh t  the importance of l ibraries and l ibrarians in the 
S IS .  

•  

•  •  

The Internat iona l  Federat ion of Library Associations and Institutions IFLA 
organized its own preparatory conference which took p lace at the Meeting 
Hal l  of the General Assembly at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva, 
3rd -4th November , 2003. 

IFLA is of a strong convinction that l ibraries and l ibrarians have a key role 
to play in del ivering equ i tab le and g lobal information to the socie1 ·, based 
on the fact that most countr ies already have a network of many types of 
L ibraries. There is an estimate of 90 ,000 l ibraries in a l l  the current member 
states of the European Union. On that basis, there must be well over 250,000 
librar ies around the world . 

IFLA took pa ins to comp i le an 18-Page document titled ''Draft G lobal 
statistics'' dated September, 2003. A cursory look at some statistics reveals 
that there are 440,000 l ibrary service points in Europe; 5,000 in South 
America and only 1 1 ,200 in Africa . 

•  
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ORLD SUMMIT ON INFORMATION SOCIETY 

RIANS? 

HO DOES THIS 

CONCERN L IB 

9.0 
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represent the African pre-occupation. They are as follows: 

and make sure they get themselves noticed and involved in al l  the current 
events, especially as it concerns the l ibrary profession. 

At this juncture, it is suggested that we review the summit's declaration of 

• 

This is indeed a one mi l l ion-do l lar  question. It is crystal clear l ibrar ians in 
the developing countries cannot afford to be sitt ing on the fence. e can 
carve out a position for ourselves, by taking a cue from the moon. 

The moon has no i l lumination on its own but pos it ions itself at a correct 
angle to the sun ,  receives the sun 's rays, wh ich subsequently i l luminates it 
and it receives al l  the glory. 

Kay was very pass ionate about th is point at the Geneva Preparatory 
Conference. She decr ied how l ibrar ians remain passive to events happening 
around them :  many sit in their offices and wait for events to come and meet 

communit ies they serve :  a modest investment in them wou ld 

informa t ion soc iety. H i g h  qua l i ty l ibrary and  informat ion 

•  

•  

information society to meet. L ibrar ians were given an opportunity to brief 
their country delegates on practica l steps that l ibrar ies and l ibrar ians can 

The Geneva forum provided a chance for know ledgeab le l ibrar ians who 

forum was necessary, because IFLA noted with d ismay that much of the 
Preparatory Conferences concentrated on protoco ls and procedures .  As a 
delegate put i t ,  "the Conferences were concerned with the p ipe that carr ies 
the information rather than the information that those p ipes cou!d de l iver'' .  

Desp i te strenuous efforts of l ibrar ians ,  l ibrar ies rece ived l itt le or no attent ion 
•  

at a l l .  There is a clear danger that dazz led by the lure of new techno log ies, 
delegates w i l l  only be concentrat ing on re- invent ing the whee l .  
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THE ROLE OF EST AFRICAN LIB RY ASSOCIATION 

WALA AND NIGERIAN LIB RY ASSOCIATION NLA 

So many regional and national associations held their own 
preparatory conferences in order to sensit ize their members 
on how to participate in the World Submit .  Much as Phase 1 of 
the summit has come and gone it is h igh t ime we woke up and 
organized activities to sensit ize our members in preparation for 
the Tunis Phase of the summit as 2005 is already here with us. 
I F' _,  IS IS headquarters should be informed of such activities. 

NIGERIA'S ICT POLICY AND OTHER HOME-BASED SIS 

ACTIVITIES 

To prepare for Geneva Prep conference "Libraries the Heart 
of Information Society" it was necessary to download Nigeria's 

•  

HAT CAN E DO AS LIB RIANS IN NIGERIA? 

-  -  .  

-  

•  

C 

d Partnersh i p  between pub l ic  and pr ivate sectors. 
e Debt conversion to back up ICT deve lopment .  
f  Environmenta l  protect ion. .  
g Open and free software. 
h 

support to the Afr ican Informat ion Soc iety In i t iat ive A I S I  
i  Sectored Appl icat ions 

Support to NEPAD 
k Dig i ta l  sol idar i ty fund 
I Technology transfer, particular ly South-to-South transfer 
m Research and Development .  
n Investment Strateg ies 
o Content Development 
p Internet governance 
q Relat ions between the tradit ional media and the new ICT 
r) Legis lat ive and regulatory framework s Intel lectual property 

rights 
t Securi 
u Reg ional Co-operation 

a 
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Having looked at the priori areas ,  a definite l ine of action based on the 
tool kit deve loped by I FLA is hereby suggested .  

9.1 
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FEED BACK 
Every activity planned should be covered by the press and 
relayed to IFL  S IS  Headquarters. 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES 
e are to be on the look out for portunities, visit the I F' ,  and 

oppor tun i t y  that  i s  a v a i l a b l e  to u s .  hen  s p o n s o r s h i p  
opportunities are advertised for the Tunis 2005 phase we should 

on tl e alert so as to apply. Kay Raseroka was very passionate 
out this point. She observed that l ibrarians wait for activities 

•• 

• 

PUBLICITY 
It is within our power as l ibrarians to write articles about the 

•  

'  

S m i t  fLA's sition n e w s p a p e r s, te l  'i s i o n ,  
magazines and news letters. Th is wi l l  go a long way towards 
informing our  government and legislators that libraries and 
l ibrarians cannot be left out of the arid Summit act ivities . 

COUNTRY DELEGATES TO THE SIS 2003 
It is a lso unfortunate to note that there were no l ibrarians among 
Niger ian delegates to the Summit .  It is now up to l ibrar ians to 

• lobby and  ensure that L ib ra r ians  are inc luded  among the 
subsequent Country De legates to attend the Tun is 2005 phase 
of the Summit .  I t  is also important that we ident ify the country 
delega tes and encourage them to attend the Summi t  and a lso 
educate them about the role of the l ibrar ies/ l ibrar ians in providing 
both content and human resources. 

L ibrar ies and L ib rar ians were not ment ioned in the ent ire 
document .  

•  

This observation was made i n  addi t ion to other contr ibut ions at 

way of address i ng th is anomaly. ·  

Also worthy of note was the S I S  Prep Com organ ized and 
hosted by N i g e r i a n  I n format ion Techno logy Deve lopmen t  
N I T D A .  The conference tagged "E-Nigeria" was hosted here 

in Abuja, right at our doorsteps. I t  was surprising that some 
l ibrar ians with whom the matter was discussed, ew next to 
nothin about it. " . ­  

•  
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•  

•  

•  

•  

to meet them rather than go ing out to ensure that they get 
involved. 

Being proposed in  2004 is a stakeholders meeting on the dig i ta l  
sol idar i ty agenda .  e  are expected to i l lustrate how stake­ 
ho  I d  ers e s p e c i a l l y  i n  N i g e r i a ,  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  
implementat ion of this Agenda . 

Develop for presentation at Tunis 2005, a frame-work document 
for t h e  i n f  o rma t io  n  s o c i e t y  p a r t i c u  I  a  r ly  to be u s e d  for 
measurements and analys is .  

g 

h 

•  

•  

,  

•  

•  

•  



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Accreditation of NGOs,  Civ i l  Society and Business Sector entit ies to 
the World Summit  on Information Society. http:/www.itu. int .wsis 

Internet .  http://www.geneva2003.org/wsis/summit_c01_01. htm 
Draft Declaration of Pr incip les:  World Summit  on Information Society, 

Geneva 2003 -Tunis 2005 Document WSIS/PC-3/DT/1 Rev 2 B ­  
E  26th September, 2003 

Draft P lan of Action: World Summit on Information Society, Geneva 
2003 -Tunis 2005. Document WSIS/PC-3/1  OE Addendum 2 Rev 1 

26th September 2003. 
IFLA and the World Summ it  on the Information Society WSIS IFLA 

Jou rna l  vol .  29 2003 no .  2 pp .  1 7 7 - 1 7 8 .  
IFLA Globa l  L ibrary statistics 1990-2000 orld Summit  on Information 

Society . September 2003 .  pp .  6 & 1 5  .  
•  

IFLA success stor ies:  L ibraries the Heart of Information Society: 
Wor ld Summit  on Information society, Geneva 2003 -Tunis 2005 .  

IFLA Toolk it for the Wor ld Summit on Information Society S IS  
Geneva December 2003 -Tun is 2005.  http ://www. if la.org/ i i i /ws is/ 
wsis_toolkit .  htm 

L ibrary of the U . N .  Office at Geneva Information Society: B ibl iography 
books and art icles from the UNOG L ibrary Catalogue pp 1 -25 .  

Proposed comments and amendments from the Bureau of the African 
Group to the S I S ,  Tun is 1 - 3  September 2003,  and Document 
WS IS/PC- 3/CONTR 163 -E .  

SH IMMON,  ROSS. Role and pos i t ion of L ibrar ies: orld Summit on 
the Information Society. Geneva 2003 -Tun is 2005. 
http:// w.ifla.org.sg/iii/wsis_a.htmi 
or ld Summit on the Information Society S IS  Preparat ion for the 
December 2003 Summ it .  

WS IS why a Pre -Summit  Conference? Libraries the Heart of 
Informat ion Society: IFLA Pre-World Summ i t  Conference - Geneva 
3-4th November , 2003. http:// w . if la.ora/i i i/wsis whV.htm 
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