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the problem of special  needs chi ldren which resulted to the idea of inclusive 

what should be the role of l ibrar ians in the running of inclus ive education .  
•  

Final ly ,  the paper advises the government,  Min istr ies of Educat ion, non- 
governmental organizat ions and a l l  the stakeholders in special  education 
to k indly assist l ibraries with grants so as to enable them be ful ly involved 
in supporting inc lus ive education in Niger ia .  

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

The aim of g iving a chi ld education is to assist h im achieve h is dreams and 
be able to develop his potentials. The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary 
2000 defines educat ion as a process of teaching, training and learn ing, 

especial ly in  schools or col leges to improve know ledge and deve lop sk i l l s .  
Educat iona l  system according to Taiwo 1 9 8 0  ,  is a complex one of 
interactions be een independent bodies, vo luntary agencies ,  teachers 
organizations ,  the chi ldren ,  parents and the genera l  publ ic .  Noth ing or no 
ment ion was made, whatsoever, about L ibrar ians and Libraries. Today, 
however, the system is gett ing more complex in  the sense that some other 
educationa l  issue has been identified such as Nomadic education .  

The main aim of education as stated in the opening paragraph is to g ive 
ind iv iduals adults and ch i l d ren ,,  the opportuni to acquire know ledge and 
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was concerned with systemic changes at the level of the school and the 

br ings both handicapped and the normal ch i ldren under one school 
programme with occasional assistance from other professionals which 
includes the Librarians. 

•  
•  

•  

•  

•  

hat is Special Education 
The Nat ional  Pol icy on Education 1 9 8 1  revised 1 9 8 8, ,  defined special 
education as educat ion of chi ldren and adults who have learning difficulty 
because of different sorts of handicaps:  b l indness ,  partia l  s ightedness,  
deafness, hardness of hearing, mental ly retarded, social maladjustment, 

mental and physical health pattern or acc ident in  l ife .  

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
Inclusive educat ion ,  integration and mainstreaming sound l ike b i rds of the 
same feather but in actual sense do not connote the same idea or meaning .  
Integration which is Br i t ish and mainstreaming which is American mean the 
same thing in special education. That is ,  where a "normal school" or "regular 

.  -  

school" system dec ides to br ing in special chi ldren into the regular system 
to share the same faci l it ies wh i le spec ial  prov ision is made for their teaching 
requirements. But  inclusive educat ion is qu i te different from the above 
exp lanation .  

Accord ing to the Nat ional Assoc iation for Special Education Needs 1999  ,  
inc lusion is not a s imp le  concept ,  restr icted to issues of p lacement .  Its 
def in it ion has to encompass broad not ions of educat iona l  access and 
recognize the importance of catering for diverse needs . . .  moreover, inc lusive 
principles ,  highl ights the importance of meet ing ch i ldren 's partnersh ip w ith 
pupi ls and their parents/careers and of invo lv ing teachers and schools in 
the development of more inclusive approaches. In l ine with the above, the 
Sa lamanca Conference report 1994 on spec ial needs education :  access 
and qual ity held in Spain ,  discussed the acceptab le defin it ion of inclus ive 

education .  
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ROLE OF L IB  RIANS 
Whi le l ibrary is defined as a place where one can interact with the dead 

•  

•  

a n d  the l i v i n g  ,  Q u a d r i  a n d  M a d u a g w u  2003  .  L i b r a r i a n s  are the  
administrative personnel in  the l ibrary where books and non-book materials 
are kept for reading.  They understand best, how reading materials find 
themselves into the l ibrary which is the nerve centre of any educat iona l  
inst itut ion.  Therefore, they have roles to p lay in inclusive educa t ion .  They 
are to support inc lusive education as fo l lows :  

•  

•  
•  

This is to prevent overcrowd ing and to make room for adapted 

five laws of l ibrary science as stated in Quadr i  and Maduagwu 
2003% which state as follows : 

a Books are for use 

Provision of Readin Materials 

Books 
I n  perform ing its function, the l ibrar ian ensures adequate resource 
avai labi l i  by acqu ir ing instruct iona l  mater ia ls in various formats 
l ike books, journals and non-book materials and in various subjects 
to cover courses offered in such schools .  These mater ials f ind 
their way into the l ibrary through direct purchase ,  gifts ,  exchanges 
and donat ions .  

materia ls and other faci l i t ies .  

Provis ion of Adiustablg E u i m e n t  
I n  an inc lus ive educat ional env i ronment ,  ad justable equ ipmen t  are 
important .  L ibrarians in  their  select ion of book shelves ,  cha i rs and 
read ing tables shou ld make prov is ion for "user friendly" shelves of 
not more than 5 feet , good read ing tab les and ad justab le read ing 
chairs. This w i l l  a l low both the v isua l ly impaired and the phys ica l ly 
hand icapped who are at a disadvantage to move around the l ibrary 
with their ass istants and on their whee l  chairs respect ively , interact , 
with the mater ials in the l ibrary l ike their normal counterparts . 

•  

Accommodation:  
Librar ians must ensure ,  that in an inclus ive education env ironment ,  
the l ibrary must have enough space and good physica l  env ironment 
that wi l l  enable free movement among the chi ldren ,  bearing in  m ind ,  
the i r  handicapp ing cond it ions and that ' 'everybody'' is represented .  

- 

3.  

2. 
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Every reader his book 
Every book its reader 

•  

Don't  waste the t ime of the user 
The l ibrary is a growing organism. 

Librarians can work with volunteers to prepare voice tapes or talking 
books. This has been supported by Kremer 1990' who stated that 
Libraries for The Blind which produce their own materials already 
has some 500,000 titles on cassette. Here in Nigeria lnlaks library 
can beat its chest as having come close to such a figure. 

•  

•  

The implications of the above are that: 
i Books are for use means  l i b ra ry  books are for use and 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of who  you  a r e :  n o r m a l  o r  
hand icapped,  there are no demarcat ions on l ibrary book 
usage .  

i i  Every reader h is book means that as long as one is a reg istered 
user of a l ibrary or a pup i l  in an inclus ive education system ,  
he should be able to get a book of h is choice in the l ibrary to 
read. This is reflected in d ifferent t it les being acqu ired by 
the l ibrary. 

i i '  Every book its reader is the direct opposite of every reader, his 
•  •  

book. Somehow, someday, somebody w i l l  come for a book 
that has not been touched for months .  

iv Don ' t  waste the t ime of the user .  This means that through the 
organ ization of mater ials by l ibrar ians in form of cata logu ing, 
c lass if icat ion ,  index ing and abstract ing serv ices ,  access 
register, Se lect ive Dissem inat ion of Informat ion SDI  as we l l  

•  as l ibrary automat ion, l ibrary users shou ld f ind it very easy 
brows ing and search ing for information or locat ing book tit les 
of their choice .  

v Library as a grow ing organ ism here means ,  that as long as new 
t itles are publ ished ,  the l ibrary grows in volumes and t it les 
by the l ibrar ians acquir ing them ,  both in Bra i l le form or print .  

- Talking Books Voice Tapes · · 
Ta lking books or voice tapes are a lternative ways of presenting 
informat ion. They are not in pr int form but recorded. They shou ld be 
provided by l ibrar ies ,  because very important texts and reference 
mater ia ls are prov ided not on ly in print form. . 
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Library Automation 

•  

of the orig in of electronic or ta lk ing newspaper services for the b l ind 

for the b l i nd ,  by the Royal National Institute for the B l ind in  Britain 

-  

•  

ideas in order, to sustain inclusive education . 

Improvisation of Materials ­  

Most l ibraries cannot boast of having adequate and current reading 
and instruction materials. That wise, Librarians can improvise 
materials like Brail led books by using old calendars to Braille reading 
text. Accord ing to Maduagwu and Kazeem 2002 where a l ibrary 
cannot afford to buy Brail le books due to its cost, wh ich has made 
publ ishers unintrested in its product ion , The l ibrary can i - rovise 
by transcription of exiting books into Bra i l le ,  us ing o ld calendars 
where thermoforms are not avai lab le. 

Inter-Librau, Loan/Coo eration 

materials not available in one l ibrary from others that have, through 
an agreement to share resources. 
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- Large Print Books 
Large pr int books are important  for the partial ly-s ighted. There 

•  should be a pol icy statement for the acquisit ion of mater ials so that 
large pr int books are g iven some percentage. 
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Computer 
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Server 

Computer 

Computer 
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ma iew Proc ssor 

•  
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The l ibrar ian shou ld  guard against  us ing a wrorig topology for 
- 

ne orking. There are many of them. e have the ring, star, l inear/ 
bus,  mesh and tree topologies. Star topology should be appropriate 
because it has the advantage of continuous operation. hen a cable 
connecting a work station or computer is having problem other work 
stations are not affected because of the central server. 

•  

•  

•  
•• 
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Library automation wi l l  assist users inc lud ing the visual ly impa i red, 
physica l ly handicapped and others to s it and have independent study 
and searching .  The issue w ith automation is the use of user-fr iendly 
software and good or appropr iate networking. Network ing ,  in th is 

server. An ideal  soi are one would want to recommend is the X­ 

L ib so are .  The so are is an ind igenous software produced by 
Raw Material Research and Development Counc i l  RMRDC Library 
Abu ja .  To Omotosho 1 9 9 8 ,  RMRDC developed version 1 of the 
above software in 1996 and the 2nd version in 1997 .  To Maduagwu 
2003 X-Lib automates the management of a l ibrary in totality, which 

enab les duly authorized ind iv iduals or groups to make requests for 
books and other publications of the.l ibrary. 

should be dep loyed in such a way that a l l  the un its or sect ions of the 
l ibrary wil l  benefit .  

•  

Computer 
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•  
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seen.  

as wel l  as newspapers .  I t  has a s ize control for the smal lest  

•  

•  

8 .  

Librar ies shou ld  provide th is smartview s ince it a l lows for best 
reading speed.  Smatview is a product of Putse Data Internat iona l  
L imited,  Chr istchurch, New Zealand.  

Adapted Computer 
Libraries can acquire adapted computers for the v isua l ly  impaired 
to use .  Though expensive,  th is equ ipment is adapted to emit verbal 
message or information on the computer screen. Equal ly, the otacon 
can convert print to Brai l le whi le the Brai l le "N' print converts brai l led 
materials to printed form .  

9.  Telecommunication Devices for the Deaf TDD : 
•  •  

T h i s  is  a n  e lectr on i c  device for the deaf wh ich al lows ty ped phone 
m essa g es t h r oug h  network  to be relayed on the screen of th e  
Television .  

CONCLUSION 
P r o v i s i o n  of inf ormat i on a nd other reading  materials ,  to ma k e  a  l ibra ry  
f u n c t i o n a l ,  i s  t h e  j o b  o f  l ibrar ians.  The involvement of l ibrarians  in inc lu s ive  
e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  afford a gro u p  of professionals the op portunity  to a lwa y s  
s h o w  c a s e  t h e  p r o f essiona l ism in t h em in  the i r  sup port  for in c l u s i v e  
education .  

•  

H o w e v e r ,  g o v e r n m e n t  at a l l  leve ls ,  min istr ies of e ducat i on ,  a n d  non­  

information in r u n n i n g  inclusive  education in  N i g eria  .  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  
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